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A Study on the Utility of Library Catalogs in the Digital Environments
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ABSTRACT

With the rapid and broad changes of information ecology human information activity Is
moving toward a new pattern-networking. Various types of information networks are being
constructed over the warld, and through the networks wvarious forms and contents of infonmation
are being flowed or transferred. Under these circumstances a serious question could arise
regarding whether the present cataloging principles and practices are right and appropriate for the
so-called” digital network generation of librany users’. This study was developed to explore this
question. Especially, this study conducted an analysis on the utility of library catalog with an
emphasis on the perspectives of library users. As a result, it turmed out that the quality of librany
catalogs produced by Korean universities was in a very low standard. The degree of satisfaction
on the quality was wery low, particularly among library users. In conclusion, this study made
several suggestions on the cataloging policy and practices: both at the national level and the unit

liorary level.
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