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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are to compare data for work-related musculoskeletal
disorders(WMSDs) between Korea and USA, and to investigate status of WMSDs for industrial
safety managers. The first part of this study was based on statistical data annually published by
Minister of Labor of Korea and Bureau of Labor Statistics of USA. The latter was performed by
using questionnaire survey for industrial safety managers in two regions. The results showed that
the WMSDs incidence rate was significantly lower in Korea than in USA, and that there is big
difference in the distribution of occupational illness by category of illness between Korea and USA.
The questionnaire survey revealed that knowledge level about WMSDs was significantly affected
depending upon corresponding companies’ location and size, and that the low back pain was the
most prevalent illness among varying WMSDs symptoms, followed by tendonitis/tenosynovitis,
carpal tunnel syndrome, and tennis elbow. Based on this study, it is recommended that the future
education/training for WMSDs focus on their preventative measures, methods/tools for identifying
their risk factors, and diagnostic criteria for judging suspicious symptoms for industrial accidents,
and that the governmental policy for WMSDs be changed towards financial supporting for
preventive facilities, establishing objective diagnostic criteria and training for WMSDs.
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