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While people with higher education are more likely to vote in most westem
societies, they are less likely to vote in Korea. To explain this puzzle, this
paper introduces new concept of “distrust of the public promise.” With this
new concept, this paper contends that in Korea where public promises are so
easily broken, those with higher education are more skeptical of the
politicians. Based on the various post—election surveys, this paper shows that
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“distrust of ‘the public promise” leads the more educated people to abstain in
the - election. By adding rational factors of the voters to the conventional
model, - this- paper proposed a mere comprehensive model to explain
non—voters in Korea. This paper explains increasing Korean non—voters in
terms of rational choice perspective.
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(29: %)
o ¢ =3[9 HA AEMA

e 1992 2000 | Xol | 1995 | 2002 | ol
" e 12.4 %57 | 13.3 | 109 | 26 | 177
of 15.6 2.8 9.2 | 14.0 | 288 | 148
20cH 2.1 5.3 | 212 | 25 | 529 | 304
‘S 30cH 158 | 27.6 | 1.8 | 12.7 | 33.1 | 204
W | 4odH 6.6 | 147 | 81 | 53 | 2.6 | 153
50cH olar | 7.8 12.5 4.7 50 | 10.5 5.5
xap | HEA 17.1 288 | 1.7 | 13.0 | 33.0 2
x| masa | 123 %.1 | 13.8 | 168 | 315 | 14.7
T2 ax)y 92 | 159 | 67 | 68 | 158 9
zz olst | 9.4 14.4 5.0 8.8 | 14.4 5.6
*;'oji azot | 181 | 59 | 78 | u4 | 22 | 158
o oAb | 14.5 B1 | 186 | 177 | 3.8 | 20.1
o 13.0 %5 | 125 | 153 | 2.9 | 14.6

g
b = 13.5 274 | 13.9 | 19 | 310 | 19.1
s 5t 15.7 18.3 2.6 | 1.5 | 207 | 102
mepas | 167 2.4 9.7 6.1 | 30.1 2
NEEY 18.4 23.6 52 | 19.2 | 288 9.6
N | EoAE ] 174 2.8 9.4 | 125 | 244 | 119
of | sofg 2.1 6.3 4.2 2.1 9.3 7.2
7o g 175 | 314 | 139 | 21.8 | 307 8.9
® e 1.7 20.8 9.1 78 | 244 | 16.6
Ay 3.2 | 494 | 3.2 | 214 | 542 | 328
7|E} 16.1 2.4 43 | 161 | 17.6 1.5
g 7 13.9 %53 | 1.4 | 125 | 2.7 | 16.2
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