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A Study of the Way to Express Korean Characteristics Shown in Office Design
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Abstract

In recent years, the direction of the contemporary design paradigm has been shifting from the western to eastern culture;
while the western paradigm focuses more on logic and reasons, the eastern paradigm values more on the emotional factors.

Today, the interior architecture, in the professional field of design, is gaining its attention from the public due to its rapid
development of multi-purpose intelligent buildings which are expected to grow more in coming years. Users are becoming high
in demand for the maximum efficiency & aesthetical interiors. While functionality is the fundamental element in office design,
there are increasing request to express uniqueness in the given space such as including the traditional concepts specially when
we are living in the era of "globalization”.

The effect of both WTO policy and the globalization, brought many multinational or foreign companies to expand in Korea.
Their request for interior design is to reflect Korean traditions in the office space in order to present the regional
characteristics of Korea. Office designs in Korea has been developing rapidly in terms of its advancement in building
technology and visual aesthetics. However, the Korean traditional concepts have been expressed very broadly without any
boundary or knowledge.

Thus, the objective of this study is to analyze the Korean traditions and design elements expressed in various office spaces
on case-by-case basis and to provide the typology and the guidelines for the future designs.
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