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A Study on the Color Management System for the Holistic
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ABSTRACT

The main problems of disordered and congested urban landscape are due to the lack of holistic manage-
ment that can control various elements of forming a city. Especially, the color of urban landscape is problematic
because it is related to individual and social characteristics as well as to physical characteristics. Therefore,
temporary expedients that can solve only visualized problems can not be a proper solution for color problems
of urban landscape. This study originated from the question about why the color of disordered and congested
urban landscape has not been improved. This study aims at directly improving the urban environmental color
by finding out what the actual problems related to color are, and what the solutions would be.

The goal of this study is to find a holistic systematic problem-solving method. Problems of urban environ-
mental color are identified from both literature review and questionnaires to the expert group, such as
environmental planning, design group, and the landscape executive group. Through mapping of relation-
ships among these problems, the intellectual map was made to lay out the structures of problems. Based
on this method, the structures of problems of urban environmental color were classified into 5 categories:
1) the items related to the administrative structure, 2) the items related to the color management goal and
system, 3) the items related to the color planning and design phase, 4) the items related to the color consulting
committee, and 5) the items related to the present state of color use. Thus, in order to solve the color problem in
urban landscape, practical strategy is strongly required. It is not a temporary expedient but a holistic approach.

The solution for the problems of urban environmental color could be divided into 6 types; ‘regulations
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amendment,” ‘color standard amendment,’ ‘color management plan,’

‘color education,” and ‘advertisement

for the goal of color management’. Regulations amendment among these types was proposed as the most

effective method due to the close relationship with problem categories. Thus, as the solution for the problems

of urban environmental color, the ‘color management system’ was suggested. Detailed contents the suggested

color management system were divided into three parts; 1) legislation by regulations, ordinance and acts,

2) management by controling the level of guidelines, and 3) the standards for execution of this system.

Key Words : Urban Landscape, Urban Landscape Planning, Urban Environmental Color, Color Management
System, Problematique, Mapping, Holistic Improvement
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