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<Abstract>

A Difference in Utilization of Cancer Inpatient Services by Income Class
of Residents in Jeju Island

Chul Woung Kim, Sang-Yi Lee'", Seong-Chul Hong
Korea Health Industry Development Institute, College of Medicine, Cheju National University’

Equity in health care has taken priority in the Korean government’s policy agenda
after the government-led national health insurance achieved universal coverage in 1989
along with the final inclusion of the self-employed as beneficiary. The purpose of this
study is to examine the extent to which there exists difference or inequality in the
utilization of health care, especially cancer inpatient services among income classes. We
analysed the utilization of cancer inpatient services of residents in Jeju Island for a yvear
of 2000, using the national health insurance data for qualification of beneficiaries and
utilization of health care.

The independent variable are 10 income classes based on the national health insurance
fee imposed on each household for a year of 2000. The dependent variables of this study
are an amount of cancer inpatient health care utilization measured by cancer admission
days and cancer treatment costs. Also, cancer inpatient health care utilization is analysed
by three categories divided into utilization in medical care institutions (1) within Jeju
Island, (2) outside Jeju Island, and (3) all within and outside Jeju Island. We measured

concentration index of cancer inpatient health care utilization. This analysis showed
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negative concentration index within Jeju Island and positive outside Jeju Island, and
positive in all within and outside Jeju Island. This results suggest inequality against the
relatively poor income groups in utilization of cancer inpatient health care services.
Especially, inequity of cancer inpatient health care would be more serious in Jeju Island
of Korea, considering that lower income groups reportedly have higher incidence rates in

most of cancer and thus use more health services.
Key Words : Equity, Concentration index, Health care utilization, Income class
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