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The Effects of Maternal Beliefs and Childrearing Behavior on
the Preschoolers’ Aggressive and Social Withdrawal Behavior
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Maternal beliefs about preschoolers’ displays of aggression and social withdrawal and the extent to which
their strategies for dealing with these behaviors can be predicted from beliefs were examined. And the extent
to which maternal childrearing behavior and preschoolers’ social problematic behaviors can be predicted
from beliefs. 202 mothers of 5-year-old{114 boys; 88 girls) were presented with descriptions of hypothetical
incidents of peer-directed aggression and social withdrawal. Maternal beliefs were different according to kinds
of problematic behaviors. Thus most mothers attributed preschoolers’ aggression to situational factors, social
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withdrawal to disposition. Mothers felt embarrassed about aggression and concemed about social withdrawal.
The power assertive strategies were more used for dealing with aggression than social withdrawal. The
choice of strategies for dealing with these behaviors and matemnal childrearing behavior were related to
matenal beliefs. Also preschoolers’ social problematic behaviors were effected from maternal beliefs and

childrearing behavior.
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