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(Abstract)

In 1990, the City of Bucheon, Geonggi Province, became
the first local government to create its own C.l. Soon
afterwards, this idea of having one’ s own C. spread to
the rest of the localities in Korea. Now, in 2003, 218 local
governments have created their own Corporate Identities. It
was an effort on the part of each local government fo give
a sense of belonging to the local community by creating a
C.I which embodies, symbolizes and represents what is
most unique about the locality and its community. It is
something that each member of that community can identify
himself or herself with. [t is also something with which
people from other localities can readily recognize that local
community as this or that, thus increasing the
brand-name-value of the locality. A friendly and easily
recognizable C.| has an indirect effect of making the local
government more accessible to the ordinary people, at least

psychologically, overcoming the tradiional image of
overbearing officialdom of the bureaucracy. In this article,
we propose fo investigate whether the 218 local

government C.ls, which have been created since 1990,
have actually effected the above kinds of possible changss
in the local governance or not. To that end, we wiil
examine all 218 local government

Cls if they are successfully symbolizations of the local
characters and identities. We will also try to point out a1y
problems, if there are any, and propose some alternative
approaches to the designing of Local Government C.ls, iy
analyzing the mutual similariies in the very shapes and
colors among all the 218 local government C.ls. It is our
hope that this analyses will be of some use in the future
formulations of the local policies for a more responsive
local governance.
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