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Design Proposal of Seoul City Hall Plaza

Lee, Min-Woo* - Ahn, Se-Heon** - Zoh, Kyung-Jin***

*Gaone Landscape Architecture Design Ltd., Co.
**Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Kyungwon University

***School of Architecture, Urban Planning, and Landscape Architecture, University of Seoul

ABSTRACT

The motivation for transforming the Seoul City Hall plaza into place for pedestrians was prompted by
the 2002 World cup event. This place has diverse time layers ranging from the Yi-dynasty to the present.
Around city hall, diverse cultural assets and distinctive architecture are scattered. The place is a kind of
melting pot that represents different times and cultures in the city. Transforming place for cars into place
for citizens suggest several implications in city making policy such as high priority for pedestrians in urban
design and enhancement of the public open spaces through downtown remodelling.

Our plan is to propose the idea of Media plaza. One of the characteristics of Seoul now can be summarized
as Media because the IT industry and infrastructure are well developed in the city. ‘Seoul Media Plaza’
adopts high-tech infrastructures such as RGB color post, multi box, I-Gate, etc as design materials Three
concepts of the plan are ‘evolutionary plan’, ‘flexible plan’,and ‘participatory plan’. First, the plan will embrace
the future changes of external conditions. Second, the plan should be flexible to accomodate the diverse
activities in the plaza. Another special aspect of the plan is a kind of open plan. The ground surface of
the plaza will be changed in its pattern and shape by citizen participation. Finally, the ‘Seoul Media Plaza’
attempts to represent the spirit of Seoul and to connect the past, the present and the future while promoting
citizen participation.

Key Words : Seoul City Hall Plaza, Media Plaza, Event
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