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The Preference for Science of the Elementary Students

Jeon, Wo0s00 - Im, Sungmin' - Yoon, Jin"'
(Gongju National University of Education) - (Seoul National University)*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to draw up the promoting plan of science preference by survey and analysis of the
preference for science of the elementary students.

The preference for science is defined theoretically with three categories ; they are emotional response,
behavioral response and value establishment. Causal factors of the science preference were composed of
individual factor, educational factor and social factor.

According to this theoretical model, a questionnaire was developed, and administered to 696 students of 4, 3, 6
grade of randomly selected eight elementary schools all over the nation.

Elementary students liked science, but they didn't want to select their future job in science-technology area.
The science preference of boys was higher than that of girls. The science preference of 4th grade students was
higher than that of 5th and 6th grade students.

Individual factor affected the curiosity, learning interest, subject accomplishment on the science and course
selection in life. Educational factor not only directly affected the curiosity, learning interest, value establishment
and belief of the science but also indirectly affected the individual factor and social factor. Therefore,
educational factor was the most important on the science preference. Social factor only affected the value
establishment and belief on the science.

Elementary students wanted to learn science through experiment and they wanted science to be easier than that
of now.

On the analysis of result, the promoting plan of the science preference was suggested.

Key words: preference for science, relevant factors, Individual factor, Educational factor, Social factor
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