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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the present problems relating to the legislation and execution
of adornment of buildings in the provinces, and to explore ways to improve the role and function of adornment
of buildings in terms of public art. In order to do that, the related national law and enforcement decree
and the local regulations and rules were analysed. In addition, the catalogues on the adornments of buildings
that are managed by 31 cities and counties of Gyeonggi-Province were also compared and analysed.

As a result of our survey, it has been determined that the reform of the adornments of buildings must
be executed on the national and local levels. On the local level, the revision of regulations must occur simultaneously
with the changes of national law and enforcement decrees. In many local self-governing bodies, there are
quite a lot of discrepancies between their regulations and the upper law. Therefore, people can be confused
regarding the sensitive problems such as the types of buildings that are required to display adomnments and
the proportion of the cost to the construction cost. In addition, the effects of the improvements to national
laws are often delayed. For example, the updated national law requires committee members to be appointed
on the basis of merit, the announcement of the deliberation results, and the establishment of provisions regarding
the management of existing structures. Unfortunately, improvements to the national law are not followed
through on a local level.

Concerning national legislation, the following improvements are necessary to minimize these problems.
First, the western concept of ‘public art’ must be imported to Korea and applied to future legislation regarding
adornment of buildings. Second, the perception of the purpose of adomment of buildings must be changed
from ‘art promotion’ to ‘improvement of the urban environment’. Third, it is impractical to require private
citizens to fund public works of art. Korea requires an organized federal funding system for the commission
of public art, which is to be controlled by committee. Finally, the definition of public artwork must be enlarged
to include a more broad range of art, such as landscape architecture. In addition, continuing care of existing
public works of art must be managed systematically and strengthened.
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