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A Basic Study on Speciality and Standardization of Marine
Geographical Names in Korea
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Abstract

Marine geographical names refer to the names for the geographical forms in nature such as oceans, straits, bays, inlets,
and channels as well as the various undersea forms including reefs and trenches. Marine geographical forms, lying
under the sea, are different from those in land and are related directly and indirectly to the safe navigation of ships,
that is, property and life of human beings. Marine geographical names have not been correctly named and used so
far as in the case of using the name ‘Sea of Japan’ instead of ‘East Sea’. Marine geographical names have been
created arbitrarily from various sources including researchers, institutes, and academic societies, which leads to confusion
and makes it difficult for those to be acknowledged internationally. This paper examines the uniqueness and technicality
of marine geographical names and analyzes the efforts and status for the standardization processes in Korea.
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