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Whiteware from the Official Kiln of Choseon Dynasty Period
in Beoncheon-ri, Gwangju
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ABSTRACT Chemical characteristics of whitewares excavated from the official kiln of the
Choseon Dynasty period in Gwangju, Gyeonggido have been stuied using x-ray diffraction,
inductively coupled plasma atomic absorption spectrometry and energy dispersive spectrom-
etry. This study shows that most of whitewares excavated from the kiln site are similar in
chemistry to each other regardless of their excavated positions and that the their bodies were
not made of feldspar minerals. However, the whiteware from sedimentation 1 of waste arti-
cles shows mineralogical characters different from those of other sites. This result is in
accordance with the report that the whitewares from sedimentation 1 of waste articles have
characters different from other sites. The whiteware glaze was produced from raw minerals
of both lime and alkali-lime system resulting in wide variation in chemical composition.
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Fig. 1. X-ray diffraction patterns of whiteware body (Q : a-quartz, m : mullite).
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Table 1. Chemical analysis of bodies of whiteware sherds from kiln site at Beoncheo-nri, Gwangju,

Gyunggi-do
) ) ) Sample Body compositions (%)
Designation Excavated site
NO.  §i0, ALO, Fe,0, CaO MgO K,0 Na,0 TiO, P,0; MnO
1 7673 1622 1.17 004 038 419 1.10 0.12 002 003
2 7244 2013 161 029 042 429 059 0.14 005 0.04
K Kiln 3 7258 1880 1.68 028 049 431 167 0.12 004 0.03
4 7299 1894 137 022 049 445 133 0.13 003 0.05
5 7012 2128 144 016 055 481 146 014 002 002
6 7218 1997 101 030 039 464 138 009 002 002
7 7278 1996 094 0.19 037 447 117 009 001 0.02
8 7337 19.1 088 0.8 028 475 131 009 001 0.02
9 7195 2051 091 023 032 475 121 009 001 0.02
10 7149 21.02 099 022 042 466 1.07 009 002 002
11 7147 2105 099 025 042 462 1.07 009 002 0.02
12 7228 2009 094 022 033 48 120 009 001 0.02
13 7276 1958 091 015 033 482 134 008 001 002
14 6944 2239 141 029 043 488 096 0.12 004 004
. 15 7080 2090 134 020 035 501 123 0.1 003 003
WA-1 Waste articles 100 J0¢e 2130 103 024 036 485 122 009 001 002
17 7246 2016 082 026 040 460 1.18 009 001 0.02
18 7434 1816 139 012 046 424 105 0.15 004 0.05
19 7250 2018 1.00 0.19 032 461 1.08 009 001 0.02
20 7504 1809 099 0.17 026 421 1.15 005 001 0.03
21 7209 2008 1.03 018 031 488 130 009 001 0.03
22 7204 2040 086 025 038 477 1.19 009 001 001
23 7305 1979 0.89 0.19 037 457 102 009 001 0.02
24 7228 1991 103 024 031 475 136 008 00l 003
25 7354 1846 101 012 030 498 149 006 001 0.03
26 7322 1913 127 0.3 034 470 1.04 0.11 003 003
27 7452 1804 126 0.17 039 466 077 0.3 003 003
WA-2  Waste articles 2 28 7322 1873 128 017 035 437 172 0.10 004 002
29 7352 1901 1.16 021 046 455 090 0.3 003 0.03
30 7282 1963 134 0.4 047 436 104 0.5 002 0.03
31 7207 1925 145 022 049 497 139 0.2 003 0.0l
32 7011 2024 146 037 042 562 1.60 0.2 003 0.03
WA-3  Waste articles 3 33 7200 1975 132 0.14 037 478 147 010 003 004
34 7506 1742 104 014 028 457 134 009 003 0.03
35 7296 1860 144 028 049 414 193 0.10 003 003
36 7266 1891 174 027 046 471 105 0.2 004 004
37 7381 1829 1.17 021 036 455 144 0.0 004 003
WA-4  Waste articles 4 38 7278 1991 103 016 038 467 092 011 002 002
39 7223 1949 140 025 048 491 1.00 018 004 0.02
40 7201 1889 151 056 058 477 138 021 0.05 004
41 7392 1859 127 017 047 454 084 0.14 003 003
42 7490 1759 131 017 035 464 087 0.11 003 003
. 43 7228 1973 152 021 049 483 069 019 004 002
WS Worked site 44 7146 2051 159 015 0.56 502 047 016 0.04 0.04
45 7334 1814 138 024 052 455 164 012 004 003
46 7120 2060 138 0.18 040 520 086 0.3 003 0.02
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Table 1. Continued
o ) Sample Body compositions (%)
Designation Excavated site N - - § -
0. 8i0, ALO, Fe,0, CaO MgO K,0 Na,0 TiO, P,0; MnO
MW YRR E” 47 7029 21.74 1.05 021 039 501 (.18 0.09 0.02 0.02
marked ware 48 7255 20.09 095 020 037 463 1.08 0.09 002 0.02
49 73.30 1950 0.88 0.18 034 463 1.06 008 0.01 002
Celadon 50 71.07 2098 1.84 0.15 048 450 074 0.18 002 0.04
C (white body, 51 7313 1920 1.60 0.12 044 458 071 0.16 0.03 0.03
blue glaze) 52 7250 19.86 174 0.13 046 437 071 016 0.03 004
53 7292 19.06 168 0.16 050 4.60 084 0.17 003 0.04
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Table 2. Trace element analysis contents of whiteware boies from kiln site at Beoncheon-ri, Gwangju,
Gyunggi-do :

Trace elemental contents m)
NO. (pp

Ba Co Cr Cu Li Ni S¢ Sr V Y Zn Zr La Ce Nd Sm Eu Dy Yb Pb Rb
1 333 1 5 50 4 3 31 10 12 72 35 28 49 28 52 04 22 03 30 362
2 592 4 11 27 6 3 52 6 16 59 32 26 39 27 39 07 26 08 38 257
3 342 3 2 3 25 5 2 38 7 11 72 34 28 47 28 44 06 18 07 38 267
4 477 3 2 2 45 11 3 64 5 23 80 32 57 57 57 75 11 41 11 34 412
5 679 4 11 20 5 3 68 7 14 52 26 32 37 32 42 08 23 07 33 324
6 760 5 0 1 71 4 3 61 1 11 41 38 17 26 18 38 04 19 05 31 223
7 540 5 2 2 8 4 2 53 1 8 3534 15 24 15 22 04 13 03 27 218
8 936 S 2 0 8 3 3 64 1 34 40 14 22 15 27 04 16 04 31 215
9 7285 2 0 8 4 3 68 1 7 3431 15 24 15 19 04 1.1 03 22 214
10 623 5 05 72 5 3 55 1 8 37 36 17 23 17 23 03 15 03 26 227
11 817 4 1 2 71 5 3 5 1 8 38 32 17 27 17 24 04 14 03 27 225
12963 5 1 2 92 4 3 56 0 9 43 39 15 22 16 33 04 15 03 35 243
13 704 5 2 2 66 3 2 45 1 8 42 31 15 23 15 26 03 13 03 30 236
14 408 5 0 7 41 5 4 41 5 13 72 25 23 40 24 41 06 25 05 42 326
15--392 4 1 4 40 4 3 32 3 12 60 40 21 36 22 34 05 2.1 06 38 301
16 760 5 2 0 101 3 3 64 1 10 35 38 17 25 18 26 03 19 05 30 221
17 616 5 2 0 1001 4 3 54 0 9 3240 17 27 17 22 03 15 04 30 214
18 1759 2 5 6 39 12 3 54 12 11 69 46 24 39 25 38 05 21 05 26 317
19 784 4 2 0 8 3 3 53 0 11 3537 15 27 16 30 04 16 04 29 214
20 328 5 2 2 8 4 3 39 0 10 56 30 16 24 17 33 03 16 04 35 278
2 771 5 2 0 126 3 3 53 1 10 41 41 15 21 16 25 03 16 04 28 249
2 620 6 3 2 74 3 3 55 0 9 3543 15 23 15 23 04 13 04 23 223
23 404 5 2 4 8 3 3 54 0 11 31 39 17 27 17 21 03 14 05 24 226
24 731 5 2 4 88 4 3 53 0 9 4027 16 27 17 31 04 18 04 29 235
25 323 4 2 3 64 4 3 30 2 8 67 19 17 27 17 35 03 14 02 37 344
26 83 4 11 22 5 3 59 4 9 45 26 18 24 18 28 04 14 04 30 227
27 804 4 1 3 28 4 2 54 4 13 48 27 21 31 22 34 06 19 06 29 239
280 728 3 0 6 25 4 3 33 5 13 70 24 21 28 22 36 06 23 0.7 44 281
29 1046 4 2 3 38 6 2 54 8 O 49 36 21 34 21 28 05 14 04 23 238
30 795 3 4 7 26 7 3 3 13 7 41 41 18 35 18 27 05 13 03 39 243
31 328 4 1 2 29 5 3 37 6 10 65 34 25 47 25 38 05 15 05 26 295
32 465 4 2 2 37 4 3 30 8 14 94 36 29 45 30 54 04 26 03 38 433
33 345 4 I 7 3 5 3 38 6 10 88 23 24 40 24 47 05 1.8 03 47 337
3 246 4 2 3 4 4 3 31 3 14 74 20 23 35 24 51 04 23 04 23 354
35 240 3 0 5 32 5 3 38 6 13 66 23 24 34 25 42 04 21 06 31 311
36 2719 4 1 2 43 5 4 55 6 15 106 31 23 40 24 49 05 25 05 52 344
37 354 5 9 3 49 4 3 39 4 12 77 27 22 35 23 43 03 21 04 47 308
38 1281 3 2 2 63 6 3 62 3 10 33 43 19 33 19 27 03 16 05 27 205
39 1088 3 1 t 27 4 3 47 10 9 59 38 21 37 21 31 05 14 03 28 266
40 703 3 8 2 29 8 4 46 12 11 65 34 24 41 25 44 04 2.1 03 36 278
4 87 3 1 3 36 8 3 44 10 11 67 40 22 37 22 34 05 1.7 05 30 297
42 434 3 0 2 29 6 2 39 5 9 57 31 20 26 20 27 05 14 04 31 272
43 960 3 1 1 25 6 3 36 10 9 53 32 22 36 22 27 05 15 04 30 260
4 1140 2 6 4 27 7 3 41 13 10 49 29 28 43 28 34 05 19 05 24 272
45 386 3 19 4 45 8 4 39 13 13 121 36 24 38 25 49 04 24 05 63 353
46 1141 4 1 0 27 5 3 64 5 10 36 34 20 33 20 28 05 14 04 24 242
47 703 6 2 0 8 4 3 54 1 11 50 29 17 24 18 34 03 17 04 30 2064
48 907 4 0 0 73 5 3 61 1 9 38 46 15 23 15 24 03 14 03 29 222
49 770 5 3 2 72 3 2 58 0 8 24 30 16 20 16 24 03 14 04 13 219
50 678 2 8 4 26 8 4 36 12 13 56 32 25 41 26 41 06 22 0.6 28 286
51 974 3 4 3 29 7 3 40 9 9 36 29 23 39 23 33 05 16 04 22 232
52 629 2 7 4 30 8 4 34 11 13 62 34 25 39 26 41 06 22 05 40 284
53 87 2 3 4 29 7 3 53 9 14 56 29 29 38 29 36 07 22 07 38 244
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Fig. 2. Distribution of body composition of whiteware from kiln site at Beoncheon-ri, Gwangju, Gyunggi-do.
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Table 3. Chemical analysis of glazes of whiteware sherds from kiln site at Beoncheon-ri, Gwangju,

Gyunggi-do

Glaze compositions (%)

NO.
SiO, AlLO,

Fe,O, CaO MgO

K,O Na0O TiO, PO, MnO

1 62.59 13.57 1.21 11.56
3 60.22 14.07 1.64 12.93
5 58.09 13.41 1.44 12.04
6

56.75 15.50 1.05 14.83 2.18
7 57.21 14.41 1.71 16.24 2.08
10 59.05 15.36 0.98 10.40 2.01

11 56.50 14.39 0.83 16.65
12 60.02 15.11 1.34 12.57
13 58.98 15.59 0.96 9.18
14 56.04 17.00 0.88 14.77
16 60.84 14.54 141 9.25
17 59.41 15.58 120 12.55
21 59.92 16.71 141 10.04

24 52.97 13.70 1.70 18.79 2.18

25 53.59 13.87 1.18 18.43
26 50.66 13.61 2.36 22.18
27 49.65 12.49 2.50 22.49
28 54.73 14.58 2.96 14.69

29 55.35 13.99 1.91 13.06 442
31 53.63 13.63 1.54 19.65 091

33 54.84 13.00 2.15 17.07
36 52.59 13.84 241 21.10
37 57.85 12.91 2.89 13.38
39 54.19 14.00 2.13 18.21
41 54.83 14.64 272 15.36
42 55.46 13.34 2.57 14.64

43 55.91 13.25 1.91 13.67 2.26

45 54.49 14.38 1.66 17.25

47 58.73 13.95 1.00 13.53 2.05

48 56.09 1523 1.27 14.64

49 54.82 13.24 225 16.38 2.43
50 55.34 12.94 2.26 15.27 2.00
52 54.73 12.83 2.08 16.40 2.06
53 57.44 13.59 225 12.61 2.44

5.69 1.33 0.22 2775 0.00
478 1.89 0.32 1.92 0.53
9.43 211 0.00 2.05 0.37
523 1.78 0.00 2.68 0.00
4.94 1.67 0.00 1.72 0.00
7.22 1.92 0.38 2.68 0.00
5.63 1.73 0.39 2.99 021
4.44 1.53 0.00 291 032
8.04 2.14 0.14 3.12 0.22
490 1.34 0.29 297 0.27
6.56 1.93 0.46 3.17 0.00
4.86 1.69 0.00 2.76 0.00
5.10 1.61 0.38 2.60 0.26
6.21 1.65 0.19 2.32 0.28
6.99 1.45 0.20 2.53 0.35
5.50 1.16 041 2.53 0.22
7.10 1.03 0.18 2.36 0.52
6.62 1.72 042 2.39 0.00
6.88 1.57 0.11 2.50 0.22
6.82 1.42 0.39 2.02 0.00
7.88 1.39 0.38 1.79 033
5.26 1.42 0.00 1.50 0.29
6.78 1.54 0.34 2.34 0.35
6.83 1.09 0.21 191 0.00
7.12 1.38 0.13 2.13 0.15
8.19 1.14 033 2.25 0.64
8.32 1.18 0.35 2.26 0.90
4.79 2.04 0.17 3.25 0.13
6.38 1.64 0.10 2.55 0.08
5.69 1.70 0.22 3.44 0.00
6.48 1.63 0.13 3.25 0.38
6.59 1.79 0.21 4.07 053
6.36 1.75 0.15 4.10 0.55
733 1.35 0.00 3.46 052
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Fig. 3. Distribution of body composition of whiteware from kiln site at Beoncheon-ri, Gwangju, Gyunggi-do.
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