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This study examined the organizational status of female employees
in three major over-the-air broadcasting companies in South Korea in
terms of both formal and informal organizational structures.
Quantitative and qualitative analyses were conducted for the data
collected through the official statistical documents on Korean
broadcasting industries, in-person/telephone interviews, and survey. The
results show that the proportion of female employees in the three major
over-the-air broadcasting companies remained relatively unchanged at
about as low as 10 per cents during the past 10 years, Furthermore,
most of them are positioned in the lower hierarchical positions. The
informal organizational status of female employees in terms of informal
organizational culture, informal network, and mentoring, also reveals
inequal conditions in many respects. Concerning role assignments, no
significant evidence of sexual discrimination was found. Discrimination
against women in assigning core roles such as political and economic
news reporting and drama producing, however, was still prevailing.

Currently, a marked increase of female proportion is observed among
newly hired reporters, producers, and announcers. In the long term,
these trends can bring positive changes in che status of female employees
in the broadcasting industry organization.
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