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Format Study of 2002 Televised Presidential Debates
Sponsored by Presidential Debate Committee

Song, Jong-Gil
Senior Researcher

Korean Broadcasting Institute

This study evaluated the debate formats adopted in the 2002
Televised Presidential Debates. Presidential Debate Committee have
sponsored Televised Presidential Debates during the official campaign
period. However, it is not easy task for the Committee to coordinate
each party's different interests, such as voters, candidates, and
broadcasters. Presidential candidates tries to use the debates as one of
their campaign strategies. Broadcasters argued limitations in
programming and production process. Regardless of the obstacles, voters
expect that the committee makes ideal debate formats. The committee
adopted two new forms in the 2002 Debates. The committee allowed
direct exchange between candidates as well as advance question
preparation by candidate. The committee intends that candidates focus
on discussing policy issues.

Some studies found that the debate format to allow direct exchange
between candidates makes candidates focus on image issues rather than
policy issues. The findings of this study are similar to the previous
studies. The new debate formats adopted in 2002 televised presidential
debates did not guarantee policy issue oriented discussion. The
committee or scholars should evaluate the debate formats used in the
presidential debates in order to establish ideal debate formats that gives
important information for votes to determine their choice. It is necessary
to systematically evaluate the debate formats of former presidential
campaign for developing right debate formats.

Key Word: 2002 Presidential Election, Televised Presidential
Debates, Evaluation of Debate Format



