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A Study on Factors Affecting Social Integration
of Visually Impaired People in Korea

Lee, 1k-seop
{Professor, Yonsei University.)
Park, Soo-kyeong
{Assistant Professor, Dagjin University.)
Kwak, Jee-young
{Investigator, Center for Yonsei Social welfare Research)

The purpose of this study is to examine the degree of communizy intcgration of
visually impaired people who

have the limitation of mobility in comparison with another disabled and to find
factors affecting community integration. The data were obtained through telephone
interview with visually impaired people. The final sample was consisted of 1,004
respondents. The data were analyzed using statistical techniques such as
crosstabulation, t-test, and hierarchical regression.

In this study, the factors affecting community integration was divided into four
dimensions : the attribution to disability, physical functioning, psychology and social
support system.

The major findings of this study were as follows:

First, the factors affecting community integration of visually impared people were
age, education, economic status, social support, information support and participation
of rchabilitation service.

Sccond, the factors affecting community integration of the low vision and the
blind are the linutation of daily activities and social support. But the factors affecting
community integration of the blind are participation of education for braille and that
of the low vision are information support and participation of rehabgilitation service.

Finally, the person losing eyesight since school age were the more limitation of
daily activities than the person losing eyesight in babyhood. The factors affect
community integration of the former are social support, information support,
participation of education for braille, and rchabilitation service.

The current findings suggest that intervention and policy aimed at improving
social support system and formal services such as education, rehabilitation services
should be considered by rehabilitation professionals and policy makers.
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