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The Burial of the living with the dead in Silla Tomb
Kim, Young-Sung

The Burial of the living with the dead in Yeongnam Region began to appear between the late 3rd
and the early 4th centuries when dramatic social changes, such as the emergence of fortresses,
stoneware, and the division of Gyeongju style and Gimhae style outer coffin tombs, took place. In
the High-mound tomb Period, this burial method began to be popular in Gyeongju, a capital city of
Silla, and her peripheries. After the 6th Century when Silla became a centralized state though the
improvement of political and social structures, this burial method began to disappear.

It has unknown how the living for the dead master of the tomb were killed. However, in terms of
burial system, this type of burial method seems to have emerged gradually and became popular
with regional variations such as the basins of the lower reaches and middle reaches of the Nakdong
River as the arrangement of the dead bodies can be divided into five types (Bokcheon-dong,
Gyeongju, Imdang, Dalseong, and Yangsan styles).

On the basis of grave goods which were worn by the dead master of this type of tomb, the
owners of the burial in Gyeongju seem to be kings, the members of royal family and people of
upper ruling classes, while those in peripheries the Khans and their families. The Khan ship was
passed down to the next generation in tributary states and towns. Centering around Gyeongju, the
first intersection areas (Uiseong, Gyeongsan, Daegu, Changnyeong, and Yangsan) outside
Gyeongju produced the graves which are characterized by the inclusion of a large number of
human sacrifice, compared with other areas. This fact and grave goods indicate that Khans in the
peripheries at that time were hierarchically ranked.

According to the analyses of grave goods worn by the corpses exhumed, in Silla slaves were not
buried alive with their dead master but people close to the master such as servants, maids,
guardians, and an administrator of property were buried alive with the owner of the tomb. As the
fact that slaves are not buried alive with their dead master contrasts to the conventional belief that
the bodies inhumed with the dead master were slaves, new interpretation about the society at those

days is required.
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