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Table 1. Frequency of internet addicts between sex
and school differences

Non-addicts Addicts Total

Sex male 492(88.9) 61(11.1) 553(100.0)
female 446(92.5) 36( 8.5) 482(100.0)
school elementary  200(88.9) 25(11.1) 225(100.0)
middle 372(89.0) 46(11.0) 418(100.0)
high 366(93.4) 26( 6.6) 392(100.0)
Total 938(90.6) 97( 9.4) 1035(100.0)
()0%
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Table 2. Comparison of the addicted and non-addicted on psychosocial variables

Group N M SD t
1(non-addicts) 105 41.09 13.81
Internet expectancy - 19.65%**
2(addicts) 96 73.36 14.02
. 1(non-addicts) 105 9.49 4.32
Elation of self-esteem 16.32%**
2(addicts) 96 19.23 581
. . 1(non-addicts) 105 12.51 5.07
Conflict resolution - 19.02%**
2(addicts) 96 24.30 5.56
L . . 1(non-addicts) 105 13.26 5.40
Acquisition of information 9.70%**
2(addicts) 96 18.73 432
. 1(non-addicts) 105 6.08 3.44
Interpersonal relation - 12.80***
2(addicts) 96 11.08 3.30
1(non-addicts) 72 68.67 9.16
Self-Control . 3.30%**
2(addicts) 67 63.39 9.70
L 1(non-addicts) 71 66.90 14.96
Parent-Adolescent communication 3.38***
2(addicts) 67 58.99 12.39
1(non-addicts) 75 32.69 10.42
Open - 25
2(addicts) 69 32.29 8.56
. 1(non-addicts) 72 25.82 8.46
Dysfunctional —5.92%x*
2(addicts) 69 33.35 6.47
1(non-addicts) 105 12.95 521
Parent control - 2.76**
Of Internet 2(addicts) 926 14.88
. 1(non-addicts) 108 25.06 5.43
Peer relation -1.59
2(addicts) 95 26.35 6.18
. 1(non-addicts) 105 19.16 6.54
Loneliness —3.43***
2(addicts) 91 22.80 8.30
***[] p<001
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IA IE Ne PA(open) PA(dysf) PeerR Lonely
IA 1.00
IE 65 1.00
sC —.20%* 02 1.00
PA(open) —.09* 04 32K 1.00
PA(dysf) 26%** 23%** — 27 — .23 1.00
PeerR 04 L1 4% 27 35%H* .03 1.00
Lonely 21%%* L13%%* —. ] gx —.18%* 1 —.38*** 1.00

*0 p<05, **0 p<01, ***[] p<001

IAO Internet Addiction, IEO Internet Expectancy, SCO Self-Control, PA(open)d Open Communication, PA(dysfunc-
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Table 4. Hierarchical regression analysis on intfernet addiction

Predictors R’ AR F Beta i

Demographic 013 013 2.48

Sex —.084 2.56*

School 028 .90

SES —.040 -1.26
Usage 140 126 40.55***

Time 230 7.22%%*

Internet game .083 2.47*
Psychological 473 .334 69.35%**

Expect(conflict) 332 7.85%*

Expect(self-esteem) .148 3.12%*

Expect(information) 036 96

Expect(interpersonal) 071 1.68

Self-control -.16 —4.75%**
PA relation .503 029 10.7 1%

Open com’) 011 31

Dysfuctional com? .083 2.34*

Internet control 139 4.35%**
Peer relation .506 .003 1.71

Peer relation .033 836

Loneliness 067 1.80

1) Open ComO Open Communication, 2) Dysfunctional ComO Dysfunctional Communication, *0 p<05, **0 p<01,

*xx[] p<001

= 111 —



Table 5. Stepwise multiple regression analysis on internet addiction

Prediictors R’ AR B SEB Beta t
Expect(conflict resolution) 334 334 354.98*** 1.02 a1 .368 3.77%*
Expect(self-esteem) 371 .037 208.37*** .68 12 235 5.78***
Self-control 402 .031 158.18%** -35 .06 —-.189 —6.42%*
Expect(Interpersonal) .408 .006 121.27%** .33 13 .090 2.59*
Dysfunctional com 260 260 52.35%* .62 .09 245 6.91%**
Parent control of internet 309 049 38.15%** 78 17 168 4.73***

**[] p<001
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PSYCHOSOCIAL VULNERABILITIES OF
CHILD-ADOLESCENT INTERNET ADDICTS

Eun-Jung Kim, Ph.D.
Department of Psychology, Ajou University College of Social Science, Suwon

This study investigated the psychosocial characteristics of children and adolescents who were addicted
to internet. 1107 children and adolescents were administered several self-report inventories assessing
internet addiction, internet expectancy, self-control, parent-adolescent communication, parent control of
internet, peer relation, and loneliness. Results indicated that internet addicted adolescents had more
expectancy for internet, less self-control, more dysfunctional communication with parents, and more
withdrawn from peers than non-addicted. To determine relative contributions of these variables, multiple
regression was conducted. It was demonstrated that internet expectancy, self-control, dysfunctional pare-
ntadolescent communication, and parent control of internet explained adolescent internet addiction.

KEY WORDS : Internet addiction - Adolescents - Internet expectancy - Self-control - Parent-adole-
scent communication - Peer relations.
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