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A Study on the Men's Costume of Chonin in Edo Period
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to appreciate Japanese clothing and ornament of the men’s costume that
showed a unique style of Japan as well as a mixture of foreign civilization in Edo period. The data related
clothing, ornament and art of Japan were collected from books and slide films that had been studied in Japan,
because the data studied in Korea were not enough. The results were as follows: First characteristic is the
dualism. The dualism was shown in the social class, estheticism and originality. In terms of the social class, the
feudalism remained through their heraldry or mark of organization even though it was broken down. In terms
of estheticism, it showed the coexistence of gorgeousness and plainness. In terms of the originality, it showed the
coexistence of original Kosode and Kappa under the influence of Southern barbarians’ mode. Second characteristic
is the utility. Chonin was needed to the functional clothing because of its social position that had much activity.
Therefore, the utility was shown in a simple silhouette of Haori and Hanten and in its way of wearing.
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