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Teachers' Perceptions of the Psychosocial Adjustment of
Institutionalized and Home Reared Children
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Abstract

This study examined teacher’s perceptions of the psychosocial adjustment and problem
behaviors of institutionalized children compared with home reared children. Data were
collected from the teachers of institutionalized children in elementary and secondary schools.
The majority of institutionalized children were regarded as not very much different from home
reared children. Still, findings from this study lead to conclusions that institutionalization is
likely to elevate children’s risk for adjustment problems such as social withdrawal, peer
violence, and academic failure. Findings that the ratio of institutionalized children attending
school decreased with age lead to speculation that failure in psychosocial adjustment may lead
to to dropping out of school. Finally, a practical framework for the optimal development of

institutionalized children is provided, with emphasis on school-community based interventions.
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