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Maternal Behavior during Mother-Child Problem Solving :
Effects of Marital Satisfaction, Parenting Stress, and Attachment Security
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Abstract

Maternal interactions during mother-child problem solving tasks were analyzed by marital
satisfaction, parenting stress, and child attachment security. Forty 36-to 52-month-old children
and their mothers were observed at home. Mothers’ ratings of marital satisfaction and parent -
ing stress were collected by questionnaires, and Attachment Q-set assessed child attachment
security.

Marital satisfaction and child attachment security were negatively related to parenting stress.
Marital satisfaction, parenting stress, and attachment security were related to maternal behaviors.
The relations between child’s attachment security and maternal behaviors were mediated by
parenting stress. Stronger child attachment security was related to lower parenting stress, which

in turn contributed to competent maternal behaviors during problem solving.
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