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Development of Hospice Model Networked with the
Existing Welfare Systems in Gimhae City

Hyun Cho

Deptartment of Health Care Management, Inje University, Kyoungnam, Korea

Purpose : With the elongation of the average life span, the main causes of death are chronicle

illness including cancers resulting in a large amount of medical resources. And there are still

many patients to whom a sufficient medical care is not given. All these bring on the uneven
distribution of medical resources together with the increase of medical cost. Hence, an efficient

system should be set up to solve these problems.

Methods : The hospice draws a great attention as a resolution of high medical cost and uneven
medical resource distribution, and has been proved to be an alternative to the existing medical

system. So, the characteristics of the hospice has been reviewed, particularly with respect to its
scopes and related resources. And by tracking the actual cases, the necessary services and

supports are investigated.

Results : The intrinsic characteristics of hospice is that it executes not only the medical exercise
but also all the subjects related with patients and their families. And the hospice is performed

not only by the medical experts but also by all the disciplines including social and spiritual

affairs. This indicates that the hospice requires the integrated system comprised of medical,

social and other welfare entities

Conclusion : To establish the actual hospice, an efficient and systematic integration of all the
existing medical and other welfare resources in the local society is necessary. The most practical
way is the networking of resources, which practices the hospice more efficiently without

additional investment.
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