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(Table 1) Trends of the number of the
Public Health Centers in Korea

Health Health Primary health
Year

center subcenter care post
1953 15 471 -
1955 16 515 -
1960 80 - -
1965 189 - -
1970 198 1.354 -
1975 198 1,338 -
1980 214 1,321 2,000
1985 225 1,303 1,640
1990 260 1,318 2.038
1995 238 1,327 2,039
1997 245 - 1,315 2,034
1998 242 1,266 1.869
2001 242 1,270 1.907

Data source: Public Health Nurses Association(2002)
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(Table 2> Workforce Standards & Current status of the Public Health Personnels (August, 2001)

Health center

Health subcenter

Category regulation number present number regulation number present number
Doctor 578 710 1,166 1,307
Dentist 244 252 967 665
Herb dortor 132 174 1 3

MCY T T 5

Pharmacist . T 371 .

Clinical pathologist 803
Radiation technician 504
Physical theraphist 259
Dental hygienist 248
Dietition 253
Medical recoder 16

Sanitarian

S

rsohnel
Inforrpgtmn processing 112 17 0 0
technician
Emergency medical technician 30 4 0 0
total 798 767 6842 5220

* Data source: Ministery of Health & Welfare (2002)

o] Q¥ dig BeEmswt oid AYPslm ok goz
= oxRIge} AYuE Fo2 BAARYL ¢ o
SRR g Zloj 0 g% EF HaH By BE
Z3Alel BERA YRE dig ez AE€E4
(Ministry of Health & Welfare, Korea Health
Industry Development Institute, 2001).
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Development Institute, 1999)71F $elvet 2d4x
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(Table 3) Employment Status of the Public Health Nurses (August, 2001) (unit: number)

Year Health Nurse Health Nurse Primary health Nurse City/Province Total
center subcenter care post hall

1997 245 2.930 1.315 472 2,034 2,034 N.A* -

1998 243 3.005 1,268 452 1,949 1.995 120 5,572

1999 242 2,948 1,266 395 1,867 1.879 115 5.465

2000 242 2,888 1,269 363 1,907 1.804 106 5,309

2001 242 2,723 1,270 357 1,907 1,823 122 5.025

Data Source: Yang(2002)
* N.A: non available

(Table 4) Population per Public Health Nurse

Year Population Public health nurses Public health nurse / population
20014 47,342.828 5,112 1:9,262
* Public health nurse: Primary health care nurse, Health subcenter nurse, Health center midwife, Health center nurse
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(Table 5) District population per Health subcenter

AR5 e 413 A4z

(2001)

No. of Health

Population subcenter

Population per health

Nurses
subcenter(mean)

47,342,828 1.270

2,435(nurse + nurse aid) 37,278
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(Table 6> Numbers of the Certified Public
Health Nurses (December,2001)

1,8209
Data source: Ministry of Health and Welfare(2002)

Public health nurses
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105,391%(37.3%). Al x4 92,2849
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(Table 7) Population per Public Health Nurse

Year Country Nurse population
1999 U.S.A. 1:2500
1998 Japan 1:3700
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€ E8e¥T 2001 ATHFE 10022 sHe o 2EJNE L Ha wjx21E Y], 1,37290] BFs1 B
20029 AFF7HASE 1010 Hx, 20208 1079 AA2 7 BE 1.1%0| £E3)t} ol WERAANRES
dKE 8). FIE A5 AHRZo2 ARIFHYo] Ado] oAd)
EY BAAL FAYE gRE 2747} AAskn Q)
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o|tK& 9>
fE vzt 2die BEAY, FAdNY, 2AE, & HtS AR ENBAL 2+ BAAZY 1,823
(Table 8) Future Projections of Population of Korea
Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2010 2015 2020
Population 47,342,828 47,639,618 47,925,318 48,199,227 48.460,590 49,594,482 50,352,318 50,650,260

(100) (101) (101.2)

(101.8)

(102) (105) (106) (107)

Data source: Korea National Statistical Office(2000)

(Table 9) Workforce Regulation and Current Status of the Public Health Nurses by Region (2001)

Region Health Nurse Midwife Health Nurse Nurse aid
Center subcenter
regulation present number regulation present number
number number

Seoul 25 450 (607) 25 (-) - ~ () -
Pusan 16 220 (153) 16 (7) 8 24 (9 -( 5)
Daegu 8 108 ( 94) 8(2) 8 -~ () 24 (19)
Inchun 10 128 ( 80) 30 21 19 ( 5 44 ( 33)
Kwangiu 5 70 ( 81) 5 ) - ~ () - ()
Daejun 5 70 ( 67) 5(4) 6 3( 3) 12 { 5)
Ulsan 5 66 ( 45) 5(3) 12 12 ( 5) 24 (12)
Kyonggi 39 473 (339) 5 (6) 126 106 ( 49) 218 (141)
Kangwon 18 222 (155) 4 (5) 93 112 ( 63) 176 (130)
Chungbok 11 125 ( 82) 5 (4) 98 47 ( 28) 243 (178)
Chungnam 15 200 (202) 15 (10) 158 40 ( 40) 431 (303)
Chunbok 14 205 (140) 3(3) 142 4 ( 22) 369 (283)
Chunnam 22 288 (200) 22 (20) 207 92 (92) 538 (341)
Kyongbok 25 265 (232) 6 (11) 216 148 (-) 509 (386)
Kyongnam 20 262 (209) 11 ( 6) 163 106 ( 31) 356 (218)
Cheiju 4 40 ( 37) 2 (3 12 (10 22 (24)
Total 242 3.192 (2.723) 140 (84) 1.270 777 (360) 2.966 (2.078)

Data source: Ministry of Health and Welfare(2002)
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w191l  7]FEolti(Korea Health Industry

HAAENZAL 8+ BAL F713o0ld marohs Development Institute, 1999). %2 v & &
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(Table 10) Population per Public Health Nurse by Regulation

Year Population Nurse by regulation Public health nurse/ population

20014 47,342,828 5,932 1:70981

* Public health nurse: Primary health care nurse, Health subcenter nurse, Health center midwife, Health center nurse

(Table 11> Future Projections of the Public Health Nurses by Regulation

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2010 2015 2020

Aation | 47342.828 47,639,618 47,925,318 48.199,227 48,460,590 49,594,482 50.352.318 50,650,260
population (100) (101) (101.2)  (101.8) (102) (105) (106) (107)
Public health 5 g4, 5,991 6,003 6,039 6.051 6,229 6,288 6,347

nurses
' 20014 AQEAY 7)Fd @ BATIAY F

(Table 12> Future projections of the Public Health Nurse Specialists

2002 2003 2004 2005 2010 2015 2020
. 47,342,828 47,639,618 47,925,318 48,199,227 48,460,590 49,594,482 50,352,318
population (100) (10D (101.2) (101.8) (102) (105) (106)
P.H. C 242 243 245 246 252 256 257
P. H. N.S 1,210 1,215 1,225 1,230 1,260 1,280 1,285
P. H. C: Public Health Center(274% @221 196,857% 71&F)
P. H. N. S: Public health nurse specialists(B34% 5% 71&)

(Table 13 Future Projections of the Public Health Nurses Per 5,000 Population

2001 2002 2008 2004 2005 2010 2015 2020
Population  47.342.898 47,639,618 47.925.318 48.199.027 48.460.590 49.504.482 50.352318 50.650.260
Public health ¢ /g 9,528 9.585 9,639 9,692 9.919 10,070 10.130

nurses
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(Table 14) Workforce Standards of Public Health Nurses by P.H.N.A

V. Z8 € A
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20014 71E 4990822 E‘%‘ﬂ’
59329l Hl3] 9429c] #&¢ Ao
ve} I 926279 of BAESAF 19
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&9 Hx e
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BALv} 399 AWdda 2757 98¢ 3834
o2 7AFsr] 4% BAREA 199 AR d3s 1
50004 Hlg @3 S v} AGRuHe] Bz
AL A4 Qe 5932608 BAZNEAL 1992 1T 1
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(unit: number)

Combination of Health center &

Category Seoul Metropolitan city City rural and urban Urban county hospital
Workforce Basic clinic Basic clinic Basic clinic Basic clinic Basic clinic
standard by 1 20 113 : 10 115 © 10 23
P.H N. A HV:20 H.V :10 HV: 10 HV 15 HV: 10
* P. H. N. A: Public Health Nurses Association
* H. V: Home visiting
(Table 15} Current Estimation of the Public Health Nurses by P. H. N. A
Number of P.H.N. basic Current Shortage
Type of Health center Health center clinic(Home visiting) Total number number
Seoul 25 20%(20) 500(500)
Metropolitan city 44 13*(10) '572(440)
City 41 10*(10) 410(410)
Combination of rural 42 15*(15) 630(630)
and urban
Urban 74 10*(10) 740(740)
Health Center & »
County Hospital 17 23%(23) sar@sy
Total 242 6.354 2.723 3.631
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- Abstract -

A Study on the Projected
Workforce for Public Health
Nurses in Korea

Oh, Pok Ja” - Han, Suk Jung”

Purpose: Recently there have been many
changes in health care environments in Korea.
To perform public health programs effectively
and efficiently, it is necessary to analyze and
identify the demand and supply for the public
health nurses.

Method: The study
opinions regarding the supply of public health

analyzed experts’
nurses, as well as national and foreign
statistical data on workforce supply of public
health nurses. Two methods for estimating the
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amount of demand for public health nurses were
used: one was applying the indicators of
developed countries for public health nurses
based on population: the other was to refer to
regulations and/or recommended guidelines in
Korea.

Result: 1) The number of public health
centers, public health sub-centers, and primary
health care posts have decreased between 1990
and 2001, from 260 to 242, 1318 to 1270, 2038
to 1907, respectively. 2) Between 1997 and
2002, the number of public health nurses has
also decreased from 5572 to 5112. 3) In the
case of applying regulations, the number (5112)
of existing public health nurses falls shortly by
942. 4) In 2001, the Korean population per one
public health nurse was 9262. 5) In the case of
applying regulations, the number of public
health nurses required to meet the demand for
health services in 2001 and 2020 is estimated
at 5932 and 6347, respectively. 6) In the case
of applying the indicators of developed
countries, the number of public health nurses
required to meet the demand for health service
in 2001 and 2020 is estimated at 9,469 and
10,310, respectively.

Conclusion and suggestions: Because of the
importance of public health industry, public
health nurses have been approved as a field
specialist and specialized nurse practitioner by
the newly revised legal regulation, there have
been absence of approval of their role
differentiation and capability. In addition,
organizational activity and insufficient number
of the public health nurses have contributed to
the inactive utilization of them. As community
public health is focused on caring individuals as
well as organizations, it requires more autonomy
and special skills than other fields. Therefore,
public health nurses need to enhance the
capability as health educator, consultant, and
through
advanced education course for public health

information  management  persons
nurses. Public health nurses need to be
prepared as advanced nurse practitioners by
receiving advanced education courses and field

experiences.

Key words : Public health nurses, Projection
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