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The Cultural Revolution and the Political Map of the Minority Nationality
Region : A Case Study on the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
District and the Orogen Autonomous Banner
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Abstract : The Cultural Revolution{wenhuadagemning) is one of the most important political movement in the modem
China. The studies on the movement done in recent years concentrated on the political conspiracy or the struggle
over political line, so they did not pay attention to the political geographical dimension of the movement. This
paper proposes that the Cultural Revolution practised in the area of minority nationalities at least is well
understood through the political geographical perspective. Through the discussion on the Cultural Revolution
practised in the Inner Mongolia autonomous district and the Orogen minority nationality autonomous banner, this
paper suggest that the socialist Chinese leader group considers the frontier area(bianjiang) or the minority
nationality regions(xigoshuminzudiqu) important as ‘region’ or ‘space’ not as ‘the area of minority nationalities
(minzu)'. Especially, in the period of the movement, the leader group of the revolution manipulated the space by
using the index of nationality or manipulated the nationality by using the index of space. Therefore this paper
assert that the Cultural Revolution in the area of minority nationality autonomous region was a integration process
of the people and national territory through the reorganization of the nationalities into classes and of autonomous
region into region in general meaning.

Key Words : Cultural Revolution, minority nationalities, autonomous region, Inner Mongolia, the Orogen minority

nationality autonomous banner.
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