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A Case of second branchial cleft cyst of parapharyngeal space misdiagnosed
as peritonsillar abscess.

Bo-Hyung Kim, MD", Jae-Myeon Ryu, MD?, Soon-Sup Chung, MD?, Yo-Han Kim, MD?

"Department of Otolaryngology, ?Department of General Surgery, *Department of Chest Surgery,
College of Medicine Konkuk University, Chungju, Korea

Branchial cleft cysts are most common neck masses in adults. Most are second branchial cysts, which
occur in the neck, anterior to sternocleidomastoid muscle at the mandibular angle. Rarely these cysts may

be present in the parapharyngeal space.

We report a case of a second branchial cleft cysts in the parapharyngeal space of 32-year-old female,
which was misdiagnosed as peritonsillar abscess. It was excised via transoral and transcervical approach.

Key Words : Branchial cleft cyst, Parapharyngeal space, Peritonsillar abscess
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Fig 1.
defined 3.8omX2.7cm sized cystic mass bulging to
orophyarynx and filling parapharyngeal space at
right side{arrow).

Preoperative axial CT scan reveals a well
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Fig 2. Gross photograph. The specimen was about
3cmX2cm sized cystic mass containing straw—
colored fliud,
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Fig 3. Lesion shows squamous epithelium-lined
cyst wall. Subepithelial lymphocytic infiltration was
found(arrow). (Hematoxylin—eosin staining, X40)
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