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ABSTRACT

This study was to provide information about snow falling phengmenon in Korea for 1934 years from
BC 6 to 1928 based on the records of old literatures, which are the true record of the Chosun dynasty,
records of king Kojong and Soonjong, and some data including history of the Koryo in internet home
page of Korea meteorological administration. Key words used in search procedure were totally 20
words such as snow, heavy snow, big snow, snow pellets, snowstorm, avalanche, etc. The searching
contents consisted of the time of the first and the last snow, the amount of snow falling, snow damage,
the thought about heavy snow phenomenon, and unusual weather conditions related to snow. The
earliest record for the first snow was July of the rural calendar in 733 and the latest record for the last
snow was June 11 of the lunar calendar. From these records, it could be estimated that there were
some snow falling even in summer season. The amount of almost heavy snow ranged from 1.2 m to
1.5 m, but sometimes there were some records about the amount of snow falling higher than 3 meters.
It was also found that there were three records about big heavy snow damages. In 1524 and 1525,
approximately 100 and 140 peoples in Kyungsung, Hamgyung Province were dead due to heavy
snowstorm. It was also recorded that 91 people in Jeju island were dead in 1670 because of snow
damage. Some singular records about snow were also found in old literatures. There was a
congratulatory ceremony of new snow when the first snow was falling in the year. There was also a
ritual praying for snow when there was no snow in the year. It was also found that there was snow
falling with worms and red snow falling.

Key words : snow, snow falling phenomenon, old literatures, old snow records
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Table 3. Results of search numbers by key words
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Table 4. Yearly snow falling phenomenon in summer
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Fig. 1. Yearly distribution of heavy snow falling amount.
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