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<Abstract >

This study was to investigate the relationships of personal resources, individual psychological variables,
and relational characteristics with marital instability of wives who experienced physical and/or psychological
abuse from their husbands, and to analyze the relative significance of related variables on marital instability.
Self-administered questionnaire method was used to collect data from 500 wives residing in Chonbuk-do
province, and data from 306 wives who reported to be psychologically and/or physically abused during last
three years were used in the final analyses.

Results showed that there were significant differences in the levels of marital instability according to wives’
employment status, number of children, and occupational status of husbands. Correlational analyses indicated
that wives’ economic dependence, all individual psychological variables, and three relational variables were
significantly correlated with marital instability of abused wives. Finally, multiple regression analyses showed
that marital comparison level and degree of abuse from husband were the most powerful predictors on
marital instability, and all these variables accounted for 61% of the total variance of abused wives’ marital
instability.
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