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< Abstract>

The purpose of the study is to analyze the suitability of ready-to-wear apparels for adult women by
considering their body types. 341 women aged from 20 to 60 were surveyed for this study. The survey was
taken from November, 1999 through November, 2000. The subjects were classified into 4 groups(thin,
normal young aged, normal middle aged, fat} according to BMI and Rohrer index. For data analysis,
descriptive statistics, crosstabs, F-test, Duncan-test were used.

As the result, it is our findings that, in purchasing clothes, especially in case of pants, people choose them
mostly based on waist and hip. However, in that the normal young aged group bases thigh circumference,
we need to consider such points. As for one-piece, height was an important factor, while chest was the most
important factor for the fat group. In relation to the suitability of ready-to-wear garments, the groups showed
significant differences for blouses, one-pieces, and jackets, respectively. Blouses didn't fit 29.8% of the fat
group, and one pieces fitted thin or normal subjects to some extent. However, one pieces didn't fit 34% of
the fat group while jackets didn't fit 51.4% of them. This result shows that there are difficulties in choosing
clothes dependent on body types.
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