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A Study on the Introduction of the Research Official
for the Maritime Accidents Inquiry System
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Abstract

For the first Maritime Accident Inquiry System in Korea, Central Marine Accidents Inquiry Committee
were founded in Seoul and District Marine Accidents Inquiry Committee in Busan city in 1963 to
determine the circumstances of the accidents and causes. At the present day, it was settled as Maritime
Safety Tribunal through several revision of the Law and regulations regarding the Maritime Accident
Inquiry System. In Korea, there occurred about 800 cases of marine accident, and as a result, about 200
people were lost human lives in average per year. In accordance with the change of circumstances such as
traffic increasing and being bigger in size, being faster in speed, etc., the causes of the marine accidents
become complicated year by year. Accordingly, in this moment, it is meaningful that the introduction of
the Research Official who assists the Judges probing the cases fair and square. In this Paper, with the
consideration of the several kinds of Research Official System, such as the Research Official of the Korean
Supreme Court, the Supreme Public Prosecutors’ Office and the Constitutional Court, Japanese Supreme
Court, Law Clerk in USA, etc., the selection, numbers, duty of the Research Official were studied. The
results of the study are as follows;

1. The Research Official to be appointed among the person having long enough career as a Judge,
Investigator engaged in the Maritime Safety Tribunal due to he should have capability to confirm
perfectly logical judgement and to collect enough material for the conclusion of the causes of the
case. The one who understands the foreign language is preferred for the study of the foreign cases;

2. It will be logical to post 3 joint Research Officials in Korea Maritime Safety Tribunal in Seoul after
due consideration the cases treated a year;

3. It will be logical for the Research Official to perform the collection of material and inspection of the
scene for the trial and inquiry of the cases, to attend the cases filed suit to the Supreme Court, to
make commentarial papers regarding the judged cases, to collect statistics of marine accidents and to
devise a reform measure through in—depth analysis of the accidents frequently occurred, to study for
the improvement of the Maritime Accident Inquiry System;
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Unit : Number of Case

Year Tragifr(;red Reception of this Total Judgement Transfer to next
Last Year year year

1996 79 405 484 437(*438) 46

1997 46 370 416 330(+331) 85

1998 85 374 459 387 72

1998 72 373 445 346 99

2000 99 276 375 308(+308) 66

* Number of case included the dismissal decision
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