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Issues on the Maritime Boundary Disputes in Korean Territorial Seas
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Abstract

Recently there have been growing disputes between neighboring local governments over jurisdictional
rights or property rights of ocean resources in Korean coastal waters. The reasons for the disputes
come mainly from the increasing interests by local governments that begin to see the oceans as the
source of resources and wealth.

The maritime dispute is more complicated and sticky than the inland ones, and requires not only
socio~economical but political approach, therefore sometimes demanding a plenty of time and endeavor.
Also coastal states that have suffered from maritime boundary problems have different issues under the
different environment and historical background. For Korea, as the maritime boundary issue has very
recently soared to the surface, though it was latent for the period as long as 20 years, we have just
taken steps toward an institutional approach on it, seemingly more to go to reach an agreeable
resolutions to the disputes.

This paper highlighted the issues surrounding the maritime boundary on the sea surrounding Korean
peninsular after addressing the current situation of the boundary disputes. It will help explore and
assess the possible solutions to the boundary conflicts over the lateral boundary between local
governments.
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