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A Study on the Historical Landscape of Dongrae Ciy-wall in Busan

Kihyuk Kim* and Sunghee Kim*
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Abstract : Dongrae-bu, the administrative central area in Busan in Chosun-dynasty(1392-1910), performed
the large parts of diplomatic and trading functions with Japan because of its geographical conditions. Because of
his location, landscape of Dongrae city-wall is the mirror of political and military meaning in Chosun-dynasty
period. Elements of landscape, such as site of city-wall, location and morphology of gates, government official
buildings and the road systems can be interpreted by the functional and socio-cultural terms. The changes of
landscape during Japanese colonial period(1910-1945) show that destruction of city-wall went on for the
purpose of imperialism. Especially, the landscape which had political meaning in Chosun-dynasty had erased in
terms of modem urban planning. Gates of city-wall, official guest house, fortress which symbolize the governing
and political power of Chosun-dynasty were destructed almost perfectively. New road system was imported.
Urban planning was effective instrument through which city-wall could be destroyed for the Japanese
colonialism. Under those processes, traditional structure was changed towards the dependency on Japan. Those
relict landscape are remained in present urban landscape such as road system, cul-de sac, house and
comerstones. Those results of this study show that city-walls in Korea should be studied in terms of socio-cultural
aspects in each periods.

Key Words : city-wall, urban planning, colonialism, historial geography, old maps, Feng-shui
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