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Treatment of Intervertebral Disc Disease in Dogs: 56 Cases (1999~2001)

Seong Mok Jeong, Jeong-Hwan Yang and Tchi-Chou Nam'

College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University -

Abstract : Fifty six dogs diagnosed with intervertebral disk disease between January 1999 and August 2001 were reviewed
to characterize signalments and prognosis. Seventy-five percent was chondrodystrophoid breeds (42 dogs). Mean age was
5.1£ 3.0 year-old and fifty-four percent had acute onset. Interspaces between eleventh thoracic vertebrae and fourth lumbar
vertebrae were affected most commonly. Success rate of conservative treatment to dogs with paresis was 83% and that of
operation to dogs with paralysis was 67%. Six dogs were recurred and 50% of them had recovered again. There was significant
correlation between success rate of treatment and the degree of clinical signs but there was no significant correlation between
success rate of treatment and rate of onset, status of clinical signs, duration of clinical signs.
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Table 1. Breed distribution of dogs with intervertebral disc
disease

Breed Number of dogs
Mixed 10
Yorkshire Terrior
Toy Poodle
Maltese
Pekingese

—
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Miniature Dachshund
Cocker Spaniel
Shih-Tzu

Chihuahua

Miniature Schnauzer
Alaskan Malamute
Pug

Rottweiler
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Fig 1. Age distribution of dogs with intervertebral disc disease.

T11-T12AF) 2 138 (14.0%)7F 2 S THTable 2).

e 3 9At 248 Grade 10] 8%, Grade 117} 315,
Grade M7} 145, 28] Grade IV7F 3% o, g
A BF A 715 157 olEt 37F, 19 °lst 13,
19 o)Ato] 652 7\/\}5] ok, w= Arol 739 /u::./q_q
23S 12 ALrt 6%, §440] 307F, vHdo] 207 ot
ﬂﬁg P 159 A% daedol :@liﬂ “efollA W
HIRE Aol Ul & Aee 317, 93k

})\}\—‘—

Table 2. Location and frequency of intervertebral disc
protrusion or extrusion in 56 dogs with intervertebral disc
disease

Intervertebral disc Number Percentage
C2-3 1 1.1
C3-4 3 32
C4-5 1 1.1
C5-6 2 22
C6-7 2 22
T1-2 1 1.1
T2:3 1 1.1
T5-6 1 1.1
T7-8 1 1.1
T8-9 2 22
T9-10 2 22
T10-11 3 32
T11-12 13 14.0
T12-13 12 12.9
T13-L1 12 12.9
L1-2 12 12.9
L2-3 10 10.8
L3-4 9 9.7
L4-5 3 32
L5-6 1 1.1
L7-S1 1 1.1

Total 93 100 (%)
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Fig 2. Success rate of treatment according to presenting signs
in dogs with intervertebral disc disease.
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Fig 3. Success rate of treatment with regard to methods of
treatment.
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Fig 4. Status of clinical sign according to sex of dogs with
intervertebral disc disease.
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Table 3. Recovery days with regard to methods of conservative treatment.

Treatment

Duration of treatment (day)

Grade 1 Grade II Grade III Grade 1V Total
Med) 11.2x35 18.0 £10.1° 42 - 152 +8.2*
Med) +(Acu) 10 10.7 £9.0° 53.0+594 - 9.1+£5.7°

Each value was expressed by Mean = SD.

*was significantly different from ® (P < 0.01) (Med) = Medication (Acu) = Acupuncture
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