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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to investigate institutionalized adolescents’ perception of meaningful persons and to analyze the
features of their interpersonal relationships. 9 middle school students of 3 child welfare facilities were observed and participated in
depth-interviews.

Results indicate that there is a difference in adolescents’ family image according to their experience before institutionalization.
They want care-givers of institution to offer more emotional support to them. And they perceive much social support from other
adolescents who're living with them. But, the findings suggest that their peer relationships have some limitations because of
institutionalization itself and various restriction on their behaviors. Lastly, they want more intimate relationship with supporters in
addition to financial sponsorship.

In conclusion, institutionalized adolescents’ interpersonal relationships are related closely to the environmental properties.
Therefore, concerns should be directed toward improving the quality of social and psychological environment of institutions. And
various programs should be provided to support institutionalized adolescents’ social development.
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