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Tourist Development and Local Development as
Economism
-A Case Study of Gyeongju Racecourse Construction-

Noh; Yong-Seok

Most of countries considered a developing tourism as local development, which was far away
from the meaning of promoting local manufacturing industry. Korea, too, focused on developing
tourism as one of local economic development plans, However this point of view occurred excessive
commercialism in cultural policy that had a bad influence upon bringing right cultural policies. The
Case of constructing Gyeongju Racecourse is typical case, showing of this fourist development
contradiction, The most important thing about Gyeongju racecourse is not whether buiding the
racecourse or not, but the cultural policy which had possibly brought the idea of building a
racecourse in Gyeongju. Without reforming fundamental cultural policies, politicians tried to
compensate Gyeongju citizen for their troubles with commercial tourist development such as a
racécourse construction. After all, this policy resulted in against cultural preservation. After
cancellation of bullding the racecourse in Mulchun-Li by wrong cultural policy, residents of this
area had suffered mentally and physically. At the moment they are still suffering from the
Cultural Properties Protection Law,

This case is certainly a govemnments mistake that considered tourist development with an
economic point of view, To make this matter better, the govenment should repeal a short-sighted
policy and establish comprehensive and basic cultural policies. First of all, the Cultural Properties
Protection Law and various related-restrictions which prevent from developing local economy and
tourism should be amended. In addition, the policies focusing on events should be broken and a
fundamental cultural policy which reflects residents’ opinions should be made.
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