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& Xt #5748

A Review on The Korean Grooved Adze
Ro, Hyuk-Jin

In terms of Typology, Korean Grooved Adzes are mainly grouped into two majr types with
some variations. Type 1 is characterized by such basic atfributes as slant edge: trapezoidal groove:
and rectangular or trapezoidal cross-section of a body. Whereas, Type 2 is characterized by such
basic attributes as vertical edge; semi-circular groove; and triangular or tunnel-shaped cross-section
of a body, v

Type 1 is believed to have been made and used in so-called ‘Songguk—ni Culture (£2=rd] &
3}), and Type 2 in ‘Jumtodae Pottery (Ring-Rim Pottery) Culture (JEWHE”7] F3})
respectively, However, recent data reveals distinction as well as disconnection between two cultures
in regard with origination, diffusionary direction and geographical boundary, speed in progressive
movement, site’s geographical location, residence’s geomorphological position, size of a settlement and
individual house and so on. All these conclusively show basic difference in nature and structure of

the socio-economic system of both cultures,

Considering such totalistic socio-cultural difference between two cultures, simplistic conclusion that
Type 1 was transformed into Type 2 merely based on both type's superficial similarities and
differences cannot be accepted as a complete answer any more, Rather, the answer must be
sought from the viewpoint that both types had been made out of their society’s necessity for their
specific function. Therefore, in reflection with both cultures’ distinction in totalistic way of life, both
Type 1 and 2 are viewed as different individual tools, and must be separately named as the
trapezoidal-grooved adze and semi-circular grooved adze respectively.

Both adzes were believed to have been used for only various wood-shaping purposes. However,
as abovementioned, tracing their function in therr indigenous social as well as economic-subsistential
system, a trapezoidal-grooved adze must have been used solely for various wood-shaping purposes,
but a semi-circular grooved adze as various multiple purposes including such functions as fighting
and digging and other various striking purposes, And the detail of such various mulliple usage of
the semi—circular grooved adze is expected to be revealed more clearly as the nature and structure
of the “Jumtodae Pottery (Ring-Ram Pottery) Culture’ are going to be expounded more as
archaeological findings increase,
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