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A Study on the “Holing-Bowl(®}E 12, #%2%) for the Jung-Byoung (XY, ;$#f)”,
or The Sacred Water-pot

- With a reference to the Goryo Buddhist Thangka(7 B &) Painting of the Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara Water-Moon Character(7k B B &)

Ghang, soon-hyoung

Among many different types of wares, we have this amazing Sacred Water—pot (-2 7},
£ ¥) from Goryo—period(322], &8, 918~1392). The stylistic peculiarity of Jung-
Byoung (%', ###f) is described in {Goryo—Dhogyoung, 18| =7%. &EE). the classical

design canon. It is said, “A sharpened mouth with narrow and prolonged neck is attached

upon the broad mouth with thicker and even longer neck of the pot whose body intimates
to the shape of melon.”

One could find this Jung—Byoung similar to the Indian drinking water jar, Kundika, which
has been, even today, an everyday article in houses as well as in temples. In the early
Buddhist cult, the object had been adopted as a personal belonging of the Bodhisattvas(E.
o, &), especially of the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara(Z-A)-& 5. AF # {35 %)

[n short, the purifying character of water is met by the sacred ware to deliver the
refreshing Sweet—Water (Holy—Water, 7| 2He, &5, @o|&E, AF, 42, 7323 A2 5
K, Hig&, HEK, BK): For the holy purpose of fulfilling the thirst of people, of symbolizing
the virtuous dharma. Thus, Ggamalkh—Byoung (7], &), the literal Korean name.,
denotes purifying and clarifying water—pot to us.

Among many other Asian countries, India, China, Korea, and Japan have a profound cult
of the sacred water—pot(Ggamalkh—Byoung, Jung—Byoung, 7124, A9, A4 72w
TR, B, KM, HEEM, 1% K#). Therefore, this charming holy object drew much
attention not only from master artisans to shape and deliver them to people but also from
painters and sculptors for their endowment of the sacred images dedicated to Buddha (-
%, #, #BFE). In China, the sacred water pot emerged in the period of Tang (3, Hi,
618~907) —Period and underwent much sophistication later on, I. e., from earthenware,
ceramic—porcelain, bronze, and silver.

However, the following represents a challenge to the well—known Goryo— Thangka(31 ¢,

=3}, EEME) Painting of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara to our speculation on the Sacrec
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Water—pot (34, ###). The image suggests, when examined closely, that the Sacred
Water—pot has been accompanied by, or placed in, a transparent glassware (2| 15%) or
crystalbowl (3 15)! We have no other physical proof of the existence of such a
Holding—Bowl (3 715, %), except for in this particular painting.

This Holding—Bow! would have not been a mere elaboration on the practicality of con—
trolling the drips from the mouth of the pot. As in the chapter on Tang-ho(% 3, %), or
thermal bowl. in the {Goryo—Dhogyoung) it advises readers that this style of bowl is to be
filled with hot water, and thus function as a preserver of heat in the water inside the pot.
As an offering to the Buddha, the Sacred Water—pot could have been used for serving him
hot tea. Hence the sacred bottle is to contain the refreshing water, the water transcends to
nectar. and the nectar is prepared as a nectar tea to offer the Buddha.

For both the Holding—Bowl of Ggamalkh—Byoung (Jung-Byoung) and the Celestial—
Robe (470%-. %%) of the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, whose specified character is the
Water—Moon (32, /& H) in this particular Thangka(&3}, #) painting, the transparency
is essential. This is to refer to the purity and the lucid clarity of Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara and, at a deeper level, to refer to the world of Buddhas—the
Tushita(Paradise, Heaven, Eden, =%, =47, H%, #itt7).

However, without the discovery of an actual Holding—Bowl, accompanied by a Sacred
Water—pot, such speculation will necessarily remain hypothetical.

Nevertheless. there is an abundance of evidence of our ancient craftsmanship in jade and
crystal, dating back to the Bronze Age(1000~2B.C.) in Korea. By the time of the Three
Kingdom—Period AFEA o), =BiE§X, 57B.C.~935A.D.), and especially the Silla (A1 2}, ke,
57B.C.~935A.D.) —Empire, the jade and crystal ornamentation had become very Intricate
indeed. By the Goryo—Period(918~1392) and Chosun—Period (Z4, #ff, 1392~1910),
crystal-ware and jade art were popular in houses and Buddhist temples, whose master
artisanship was heightened in the numerous Sarira—Cases (A2l 1%, & #F%8), containing
relics and placed inside Stupas(¥, &7, ¥)!

Therefore. discovering a tiny part of the crystal or jade Holding—Bowl for the Sacred
Water—pot and casting full light on this subject, would not be totally impossible. Lastly the

present article shares the tiny hope for a sudden emergence of such a Holding—Bowl.
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