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Interictal EEG in Diagnosis and Assessment of Epilepsy

Kun-Woo Park, M.D., Ph.D.*"

[ ABSTRACT |

epilepsy. The clinical investigation of brain disease in the last decade has been marked by dramatic advances in

-|- he routine interictal electroencephalogram(EEG) continues to play an important role in the diagnosis and treatment of

functional imaging, magnetic resonance scanning and digitized EEG. Epilepsy is a disorder of electrical hyperirritability

of cerebral cortex and the interictal EEG remains the most convenient means available to demonstrate cortical hyperirritability.
The sensitivity and specificity of the EEG in the diagnosis of epilepsy have been disputed. In this review, the type of EEG
findings in epilepsy are reviewed and the sensitivity and specificity of interictal epileptiform discharge are discussed. And

also the role of EEG in various clinical situations are summarized.
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1) OO0 OO0 OO0 (interictal epileptiform discharges.

00 IEDs)

2) 000 OO0 OO0 OO0 (periodic lateralized epilep-
tiform discharges 00 PLEDs)

3) 0000 000 00O (generalized periodic sharp waves)

4) 000 O 000 OO0 (focal or generalized slow waves)

5) 0000 000 (nonspecific paroxysmal pattern)

00 00 000 O 00 IEDsO PLEDs OO OO0 O
00 000 000 0O 0 00.00 00 0000 ood
000 0oooO ooo oo.

1. SR MY S (Interictal epileptiform discharges)

00 000 00000 0000, Pedley(1980)0 OO0
400 000 OO0OO0O OO0 ooo@o .

1) 000 000 00000 00.0 0000 000 oo
ooo oo.

2) 00 00 OO0 OO0 000 00D 0,0 000 o0
00 ooo.

3) 000 O0O("omsec 0O0) OO O0O(200msec 00O)O
ooo.

4) 000 000 000 000 Oo.

000 negative polarityd OO0 OO OO0 00O OO O
00000 0000 000 000 00 ebsth OO,

2. T8 254 WEY Yh(Periodic lateralized epileptiform

discharges)

0 00000 00 000 0000 1~200 000 00
0 000 000 00D0.00 00 000 000 000 O
0.00 0000 0000 0000 OO0 0000. 000
0 0000 000 000 000 PLEDsO OO 000 O
00 23~66%00 000 0000 O0(Walsh 1987).

Interictal epileptiform discharge
(EDs)
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Fig. 1. Criteria of inferictal discharges(IEDs).

3. ZHIet F71Y ITH(Generalized periodic sharp waves)
000 000000 OO0 000 000 (synchronous)d
O 0000 000 000.0000 0004 (hypoxic brain
injuny)D0 00 0000, OO00D00-000000 OooOd
O(Treiman 0 1987). 0 OO0 OO0 OO OO0 OO O
0d oobo ooood oo obb ooo bbbb oo od
O oo oo.

4, 3AY H ZHY MOK(Focal or generalized slow waves)
00000 000 000000 0000 00000 00
00 000 000 D000 000 0000 00 00 00
00000 000 000 000 00 000 00 000.

5. HIEClY ST (Nonspecific paroxysmal pattern)

U ogdo Iebst OO0 OO OO0 OO0 oboo o
goo oo ooog ogd.

Benign epileptiform transients of sleep(BETS), 6—c/s
phantom spike—wave, 14 and 6—c/s positive bursts, rhy-
thmic midtemporal theta burst of drowsyness, midline theta
rhythrmO0O OO0 0O0O.

IEDs2| ¥4 °IZA|(Positive Predictive Value)

1. WEEAIN [EDse 2Ot Aty URE=TN?

00 00 000 00 0O 0 000 0oooo 200 ooo
0000 00.0 00 000 000 000 000 ooo
00 00000 OO0 000 100 10000 00 Ooo
000 000 000 00 0000 000 000 oooo
oo.

00 000 0000 000 00000 o0Ooo,0 oo
00000 OO0 000 000 29-55%00, 00 000
000 0O@O 4000) 80~90%0 OO0 IEDsO OO0
0 O00O(Salinski 0 1987). 000 0O OO0 0OOO0O IEDsO
00 000 000 000 19%00 000 000 (Walczac
0 1993).

00 000 000 0000 0000 O 0o0oo o o
000000 IEDsD OO0O0O 000 12~50%00, 00 O
0000 OO0 000 6~45%, 000 00000 43~73%0
0.0 000 000 00000 000 000 (Vvan Donselaar
0 19920 Shinnar [0 1985).

000 0000 00 IeEDsO 000 000 0000 OO0
000 000 OoOoOooo. o 000 ooog, ooood
000 00 IEDsO O 0000, 00000 IEDsOD OO0
0000 O (valproate= benzodiazepine, barbiturate= pheny-
toin, tegretol), 00 OO0 00000 OO IEDSO O OO
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goooo ogo.

0oo00 Ooogo ebshh 0000 OO0 Ooooo?0oo0
U oob oo boo ooo oob, 00 oo oooo o
good, oo oo o0 ouod ooboo goodao o
oo obooo od.

2. IMAO| Ofd AN |EDs?| HAEFT=?

00 00 000 0000 0 0000 ooo oo, oo
000 000 000 00 00 IEDsO OO0 OO0 00O
0 000.00 00,0000 O 00000 000 oo
0 000.IEDsO 00000 D000 0O00O(0.2~0.5% O
22~35%), IEDs0 OO 000 OO0 OO0 O 00O
53%0 000 0000 00 (Cavazzuti O 1980).

0000 000 00 000 0000 IeEDsO OO0 OO
00 0007 Centrotemporal IEDs, generalized IEDs 000
O photoparoxysmal responsell] 0O 0000 OO0 IEDs
0 0000 000 00,00 0o ooo, oooo, oo o
000 IEDsO O00O0O0OOO OO0OO. 00 0DOOO00O IEDs
0 0000 000 00O 000 oooo oo, 000, 00
000 IEDsO OO OO 75~95%00, centrotemporal IEDs
000 000 40%00 000 000 IEDsO 00O 15%
00 000 000 (Kellaway 1980).

3. oot

0 00 000000 IEDsO OO0 OO sensitivityd
55%, 000 000 IEDsO OO0 OO0 4%00 (Goodin
0 Aminoff 1984). 000 00O ODOO0OO OO0 OO,
000 0000 05%00 000 O,0000 000 1000
00 000 500 0000, 000 300 IEDsO OO0,
4000 000 O0OOO0OO IEDsO OO0O. 00 OO IEDs
0 positive predictive valued 00 7%00. 000 OO
00 00 00 000 0000 000 50%000 00 O
00 0000 00 00000 0o g, 100000 OoOOO
50000 O0O0O0O,00 27500 O 000000 IEDsO O
000, 2000 OO0 O0O0O0OO O O ODOOO0OO0O IEDs
0O 000.00 00 IEBsO positive predictive valuell 93%
0 ooo.

?

|EDSE REATIE $H

rlo

.28 U 23 HE(Sleep deprivation)

000 00 000 000 OO0 000 000 000 00
000 40%00 IEDsO 0000 O0OO. Chloral hydrated
00 0000 00 000 0O0.00 00 0000 00 O
0 00000 0O 000 000 000,000 0000 00

00 000 0000 OO0.

00 000 000 000 000 00 0000 00 00
00 00000 0,00 00 000 20%0 000 IEDsD
00O OO (Ellingston O 1984).

2. MZZ(Hyperventilation)

0000 0000 (absence seizure) 0000 OO0 0O
0d 00O odo 50-80% 00O ODOO. 00 00000 O
00000 O0.000 0000 00 buildup OOO OO
Jodd oo, 0000 00 0o 00 ooog oooo g
O 000 IEbsO OO0O0O 000 10% 0000 (Sato O
1983).

3. ¥A=2(Photic stimuli)

0000 00000 10%00 IEDsO OOO0OO. O0OO
0000 OO0O0O 000 0000 (childhood absence epile-
psy), 000 OO OO (juvenile absence epilepsy), 000
0000 OO (uvenile myoclonic epilepsy) OO0 epilepsy
with grand mal on waking( O [0 (Wolf(] Gooses 1986).

0000 000 000 000 00 OO0 0ooo oo o
O. 00000 photoparoxysmal responsell 0O0O0 OO0
O 0000 000 000 (posterior dominant) OO0 OO
00 000 000 00 (generalized epileptiform discharge)
0O 000O. 000 0000 000 0000 00 oooo
sharp transientl] OO00O0. 000 OO O0O0OO 00OOO,
000 000 0000 000 000 o000 00 ooo o
000 00 IeDsO O0O.

4. BNE °3H ot

00 000 00000 00 0000 00000000
00000 IEDsO 000, 400 000 0000 90%00
IEDsO OO0 0O 000.

5. 32 Fretn.

000 10~20 International System Arraydd OO0O0O
000 00O 0000 000 OO0 000 ooo oooo
O00.00 000 000 0000 00 0oog, 0oo o
00000 43~58%, nasoparyngeal electrodell O0O0O0
57~69%, anterior temporal electrodell] 0000000
81-90%, O OO shenoidal electrodel OO0 OO 75~
100%00 000 00000 IEDsO OO00O0 O000((Ho-
man O 1988). 00 nasopharyngeal electrodel] anterior
temporal electroded 0000, sphenoidal electrode O
0O 000 000 OO 00 O 0O 0000 00 0o (sperling
0 1986).
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Table 1. International classification of seizures

1.00(@00, 000) 00 [Partial(focal, local) Seizures]
1) 00 OO0 00 (Simple partial seizures)

(1) 0O OO0 (with motor symptoms)
() 00000 OO0 OO0 OO ooo
(with somatosensory or special sensory symptoms)
(3 00000 00 0 000
(with autonomic symptoms and signs)
(4) 00O 000 (with psychic symptoms)

2) 00 OO0 OO (Complex partial seizures)

()OO OO0 OO0 OO0 DOOO DO (Simple partial onset
followed by impairement of consciousness)

(2 000 0000
(with impairment of consciouness at onset)

3) 000 000 000 o000 OO0 OO0 (Partial seizures
evolving fo secondarily generalized seizures)[0 00 -00 O,
000 00 000 (fonic-clonic, fonic, or clonic)]

(H O0U0O 000 o000 oo oo od(Simple partial
seizures evolving to generalized seizures)

(2 000 000 0000 00 00 00 (Complex partial
seizures evolving to generalized seizures)

3) 00 U0 0000 OO0 D00 0000 0O oo oo
00 00 (Simple partial seizures evolving fo complex
partial seizures to generalized seizures)

2.000 00O@UoO O oooo)
[Generalized Seizures(convulsive and non-convulsive)]

1) 00 00 (Absence seizures)d (1) O OO (Typical)
(2) 0000 (Atypical)

2) 0000 OO0 (Myoclonic seizures)

3) 000 OO (Clonic seizures)

4) OO0 OO (Tonic seizures)

5) 000-000 OO0 (Tonic-clonic seizures)

6) 0000 OO0 (Afonic sizures)

3. 000 00 OO0 (Unclassified epileptic seizures)
Commission on Classification and Terminology of the International
League Against Epilepsy. Proposal for revised clinical and elect-
roencephalographic classification of epileptic seizures. Epilepsia
19890 300 389399
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00 0000 000 000 000 00 000 o0 oo
000.000 000 0000 000 ooooo ogo o
00 0000 000 0oo od.

000 000 Oo00OoooO oood ogooo ooo
00@ HOO 00 00 0oooo 00@ 20 00 oo
000 O 000 000 000 Oog gdd. O localization—
related epilepsyl] generalized epilepsyll 000 OO0 idi-
opathicO 0 symptomaticDO0O 000 OO OOOO. OO
0 000000 EEGO OO 000 O0OO OOOO0O.000
IEDsO OO OO OO0 localized—related epilepsyl 0 00
00 000 IEDsO generalized epilepsyd OO0OO. OO

Table 2. Classification of epilepsies, epileptic syndromes and re-
lated seizure disorders

1. Locdlization-related(focal, local, partial) epilepsies and syndromes

1. 1 Idiopathic(with age-related onset)
Benign childhood epilepsy with centro-temporal spikes
Childhood epilepsy with occipital paroxysms
Primary reading epilepsy

1.2 SymptomaticO

Chronic progressive epilepsia partialis continua of
childhood(Kojewnikow syndrome)

Seizures characterized by specific modes of precipitation
1. 3 Cryptogenic

2. Generadlized epilepsies and syndromes

2. 1 Idiopathic(with age-related onset - Listed in order of age)O
Benign neonatal familial convulsions
Benign neonatal convulsions
Benign myoclonic epilepsy in infancy
Childhood absence epilepsy
Juvenile absence epilepsy
Juvenile myoclonic epilepsy
Epilepsy with generalized tonic-clinic seizures on awakening
Other generalized idiopathic epilepsies not defined above
Epilepsies with seizures characterized by specific modes
of precipitation(e.g. photosensitive epilepsy)
2. 2 Crytogenic and/or symptomatic(in order of age)l
West syndrome(infantile spasms)
Lennox-Gastaut syndromes
Epilepsy with myoclonic-astatic seizures
Epilepsy with myoclonic absences
2. 3 SymptomaticO
2. 3. 1 Non-specific aetiologyl
Early myoclonic encephalopathy
Early infantile epileptic encephalopathy with suppression-bursts
Other symptomatic generalized epilepsies not defined above
2. 3. 2 Specific syndromes

3. Epilepsies and syndromes undetermined whether focal or

generalized
3. 1 With both generalized and focal seizures

Neonatal seizures
Severe myoclonic epilepsy in infancy
Epilepsy with continuous spike-waves during slow wave sleep
Acquired epileptic aphasia(Landau-Kleffner syndrome)
Other undetermined epilepsies not defined above

3. 2 Without unequivocal generalized or focal features

4. Special syndromes

4. 1 Situation-related seizures
Febrile convulsions
Seizures occurring only in the context metabolic or toxic
events
4. 2 Isolated seizures or isolated status epilepticus

Commission on Classification and Terminology of the International
League Against Epilepsy. Proposal for revised classification of epil-
epsies and epileptic syndromes. Epilepsia 19890 3000 389—-399
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Table 3. Characteristic EEG findings in specific epileptic syndromes

Differential diagnosis EEG findings
1) 000 000 O0O0O0 OO0 O0O0 000 Ooo oo
Childhood absence epilepsy

Atypical absence of
Lennox-Gastaut syndrome

Temporal lobe epilepsy

3Hz spike-wave

Slow generalized spike-wave
activity

Temporal sike or sharp waves

2) 00 000 OO0 00O OO0 OO0 oo
Benign childhood epilepsy with  Centrotemporal focus of spikes
centro-temporal spikes

Temporal lobe epilepsy Temporal sike or sharp waves

ooooo oooob 000 oooo booo ooo oo
0 OO0 symptomatic epilepsyd 0000 O0O. 0O 30 O
0O 0ooO00O000 000 Oooobobo booo oo,

JFEEAAIN 2R 52 FUS
HA O =T HAR] o

0000 0O OO0000 000 00 000 ooooo o
00,000 000 OO0 0oo oo o oo, o000, 0
00 00000 0000 00 00 000 (subclinical ststus
epilepticus)00 0000 OO0 O0O. 00 O0O0OOO O
00 00 00000 0000000 00 00 ooo oo
0 00000 0000 00 OO 00000 oooo oo
000000 0000 00 000 00 00000 oooo
0 00O (Walczac 1997).

Mg BE2 2O BARIN LTHAe] o

00 00000 OO 0000 OO0 ooooo oo o
00 000 00 oooao.

000 000000 000 000 D0000O ooooo
00000 000 0000 000000 0ooo. 00 oo
000000000 00000 00 00,000 000
000 00 000 0000 1.9, 000 000 OO0 OO
000 0000 1400 (Bergd Shinner 1991). 000 O
0 00000 0O 0000 0000 0000 ooo o od
00 O00. 0000 (febrile seizure)d 000 OO0O0O00OO
0 00000 000 000 OO0 oooo.

FELN FEA =TEA2 A

oo 00D 00 0oog ooob ooooo ooo oo
uo ood, o oooo oodo ooo good. o od

00 00000 IEDsO OO0 000 0000 O0O.00
000 000 00oOO, 00 generalized IEDsO OO OO
oooo oooo.

000 00000 0000 0 000 00 00 000 O
00, 000 000 OO0 000000 000 ooo oo.
00 000 0000 OO0 Lennox—Gastaut 0000 O
0 000 00O 0000 000 000 0oo, 00 ooo
O O (benign Rolandic epilepsy, Benign childhood epilepsy
with centro—temporal spikes) O Childhood absence epile-
psyl 00000 O0O0OO OO0 O0OOO OO OO0 O
OO0 00 (Walczac 1997).
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http //inhavision.inha.ac.kr/~neurolee/eeg/eeg.htm
httpd //www.epilepsy.org/ctf—1/
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