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Adolescent Friendships : Differences in Function, Structure,
and Satisfaction by Internet and Real Life Variables
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ABSTRACT

This study examined differences in function, structure, and satisfaction of adolescent
friendships by differing patterns of internet usage and of real life versus internet friendships.
Subjects were 396 male and female 10th grade students. Data were collected with structured
questionnaires and analyzed by SPSS.

Findings were that the internet functioned as a major field of interpersonal relationships
for Korean adolescents. Among 3 types of internet usage patterns, pursuit of interpersonal
relationship, constituted most of the functioning and the most intimate friendships and game
pleasure had the fewest and least intimate friendships both in real life and on the internet.
Subjects addicted to the internet had the most functioning friendships and the highest level
of intimacy in friendships. As the level of internet addiction increased, the level of
satisfaction in friendships in real life decreased while the level of satisfaction of friendships

through the internet increased.

Key Words : A FE %41& 5% 7 @A (friendship through the internet), 74 7]%
(friendship function), A 77 3 S (friendship intimacy), 1 T&A HZ X (friend-

ship satisfaction)
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