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A Study on the Improvement and Problems of Marine
Officer License Examination System

Dong-Geun KIM - Ki-Soo KWON

(Korea Institute of Maritime & Fisheries Technology)

Abstract

Testing is a procedure used to measure a sample of behaviour in order to discover
how well a seafarer performs, usually in comparison with others, or compared with
identified performance criteria. In this context It is important that the test, in whatever
form it is being used, yields consistent results by being valid, reliable and practical.
Whilst we can only take a sample of a person’s knowledge or comprehension about topic
in this way, testing methods do provide a more reliable estimate of performance than
most other observational techniques; unsystematic or irregular observation being too
unreliable.

The method of examination has been specified in the provisions of Regulation 12 of the
Decree of the ship officers act as followings. Other necessary matters for conducting oral
and written examinations have been set out by the Minister.

But written examination is too shortage of period and small number of question to
cover the qualification of each level and oral test is just simple and namely

Traditionally, written examinations have been provided as the only means for
determining the acquisition of knowledge by the mariner. Typically, the examination
formats have taken the format of either an essay or multiple choice examinations.

Essay items, used in the vast majority of subject examination(not in Korea), consisted of
three basic types: situational, descriptive and computational. The level of certificate being
examined determined the number and mix of the type of essay questions selected.

Oral question has again been used by assessors of seafarer in a wide variety of
contexts. Also, oral questioning is often used when observation of performance is
undertaken to ask why a certain action has been taken, or to be broaden the scope of
what has been observed.

At end, Each techniques have their own advantage and disadvantage, so we have to
choose some or all of the following techniques, depending upon the certificate,

qualification or job for which the trainee is aiming. But in high lank, we have to use

- 115 -



N
omn
ru
r
N
4>

both of essay type and multiple choice and with enough time of oral test at least 30
minutes.

Who would be the assessor?

According to the STCW Code Section A-1 /6, instructors, supervisor and assessors are
appropriately qualified for particular types and levels of training or assessment of
competence of seafarers either on board or ashore, as required under the Convention, in

accordance with the provisions of this section.
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