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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Relationship between Adolescent Misconducts and Harmful
Environment Based on Health Belief Model

Myung-Sun Lee

Department of Health Education, College of Education Ewha Womans University

This study placed its objectives in suggesting the basic data for setting up an approach to
protect the educational environment, by analyzing the relevance between the misconducts of
adolescence and the harmful environment arcund the school, as an object of study, middle
school students and high school students all over the country. Thus, this study carried out
the questionnaire survey, by the multi-stage of stratified sampling in 2,114 middle school and
high school students from June 29, 2000 through July 29, 2000. And the results of analysis
were as follows!

1. In case of the ratio of students using harmful environment, the electronic game room had
the highest ratio (78.3%); next, the PC room (75.6%), the singing room (71.6%), and the
cartoon room (34.3%).

2. In terms of the experiences of using the harmful environment according to the personal
characteristics, high school students used it in a higher ratio, compared with middle school
students (p<0.001); the students, whose father graduated from a high school, comparatively
used it much more(p<0.05). Also, when a school is located near to amusement quarters or
shopping centers, students used the harmful environment most highly (p<0.001). And the
differences were found to be statistically significant.

3. In case of the perceived susceptibility factors, the harmful environment was found to be
used in lower ratio, by the students who answered "very so” to the question item, The more
harmful environment facilities are positioned around school, the more student have the
opportunities to use them. (p<0.001). That is, the findings showed that the higher students’
degree of perceived susceptibility factors was the less students used harmful environment
facilities. The differences were statistically significant. In terms of the ratic of using harmful

environment according to perceived seriousness factors, it was founded out that the
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students, who answered, "If I use any harmful environment facilities, it will be very harmful
to myself.”. had the less opportunities of having used them, compared with the students who
did not answer so (p<0.001). This indicated that the higher the degrees perceived seriousness
of students, the less they used harmful environment facilities. And the differences were
stafistically significant. In the side of the ratio of using harmful environment according to
the perceived barriers, it was found out that there were any special large differences. That is,
perceived barriers had nothing to do with students’ using harmful environment.

4. As the result of having analyzed the factors influencing the behaviors of using harmful
environment, the factor to explain the behaviors of using harmful environment was found to
be the degree of perceived seriousness, among individual perceiving factors; next, the location
of a school - one of personal characteristics, the degree of perceived susceptibility and ages,
in sequence.

5. Among students’ misconduct experiences, drinking was highest (21.6%), next, smoking
(11.9%), drug abuse (4.3%), and sexual relations (1.6%), in sequence.  Among other
problematic behaviors, excessive waste was highest (14.6%); next, disobedience and lie
(10.7%), night wandering (7.8%), and bad dressing and making-up ( 55%), in sequence.

6. In terms of the misconducts according to the behaviors of using harmful environment,
compared with the students who did not commit any misconducts, harmful environment
facilities were used more highly, by each group of students who experienced drinking
(p<0.001), smoking (p<0.001), sexual relations (p<0.05), excessive waste (p<0.001), disobedience
& lie (p<0.001), and bad dressing & making-up (p<0.05). And the differences were statistically

significant.

Key Word : adolescent misconducts, harmful environment, Health Belief Model



