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Review on Advance Directives
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Rapid progress in modern  mredicdl  techmology
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has made it possble to  sostain  Hfe  andfor
deday  death nging ‘hercic®  treatments The
avallability of lfe-sostaining treatmert  lrings
sewveral issues In end-of-life care such as ‘dving
with digrity’ and an radical increase in health
care costs. The use of Advance Directives(AD)
hawve  been  widely  heralded by health  care
providers,  gercntclogists,  and  advocacy  groups
as memns of protecing patients’ right to accept
or refuze life-sustaining  treatrent in end-of-life
care. The use of AD can not only  Improve
patients’  autonomy  and  quality of life Tt also
Tring  effidency  in distribating heslth  care
TRSOUNCES.

The proportion of older persons in  Eorean
population has been increasing. Theoge £5  years
of age or over were about 7 percent of the
popilationn.  Death and dying i3 not  lmdted o
clder persong, but it i3 more prevalent among
them In  conjunction with an  aging  population
atel the Increasing prevdlence of  death  the
issues of death and dying will become crucial in
near future In termg  of dying with  dignity’,
attonotny atid 'self-coritrol . This  paper
attempts to explode  and  estabiish  the  concept
of advance directives (AD) hased on  literature
review. Data soarces  are  commputer  searches
with the MEDLINE database. Due to the lack
of pricr stody on AD for a  Korean cases
stwdies  dhroad  are  reviewed  This  paper
suggests  the nesd for futre study on the
possifdlity of the nse of AD in Korea

Key words : Advance Directives(AT)



