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ABSTRACT

In fashion, there are various cultural aspects that exist in complexity, where according to the era, even
fashion items newly develop and prevail into various designs in the organic function with reality of
related cultural phenomenon and aesthetic aim. Among the fashion items, the shoe is historically
considered as the shield from lust and also the provision of praise against the most emotional incitement.
Mankind has started wearing shoes out of the functional purpose of protection since the ancient Egyptian
times. Thereafter humankind has been creating shoes artistically in respect to shape, color, and quality of
material, etc, as an expression of aesthetical awareness and introspective desire for beauty.

As modern fashion increasingly regards the total fashion image much more important than each items
consisting the whole outfit, the role of shoe became essential more than ever. Contrary to its relative
importance, little academic attention was given to this area yet, while prestigious museums and galleries
in Europe and the USA have held exhibitions of shoes in view of both historical and artistic aspects.

This study aims to make a historical inquiry of western shoes, through which their aesthetic values
can be drawn. Literature on this subject including aesthetics, history of costume and arts were referred.
Fashion magazines and catalogues were investigated for additional information. The process and results
of this study are meant to be a suggestion not only to further studies but also to artistic and creative
shoe design.

Originated for the functional purpose, shoes have evolved in various shapes with different meanings
attached to it. When the technological development made the satisfaction for functional needs possible,
the intrinsic attribute, the aesthetic value was pursued. The historical contemplations of shoes from



158 HR#fE #O14 St

Egyptian times to the 1990°'s led to the results that the intrinsic aesthetic value of shoes can be

summarized as follows: 1) protection and extension of body, 2) need for decoration, 3) erctic expression,

4) symbol of dignity and class, 5) fashion.
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