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Squamous cell carcinoma of the skin in an Australian
shepherd dog
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Abstract

Squamous cell carcinoma of the skin was diagnosed in an 11-year-old, Australian shepherd
dog with a hard mass on the right rump area. On histopathological examination of the tumor

showed laminated keratin “pearls”

surrounded by proliferated squamous cells, and mitotic

figures. The dog was treated by surgical excision and chemotherapy with vinblastine sulfate,
cyclophosphamide and prednisolone for 4 weeks. The tumor was effectively treated with a

combination of surgery and chemotherapy.
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Legends for Figures

Fig 1. Microscopic appearance of the tumor
showing marked proliferation of the
carcinomatous squamous cells and
formation of laminated keratin
“pearls”. H-E staining. Original
magnification X 40.

Fig 2. Microscopic appearance of the tumor.
Laminated keratin “pearls” surrounded
by proliferated squamous cells and
scattered lymphocytes are seen. H-E
staining. Original magnification X 100,

Fig 3. Higher magnification of Fig 2. A
Keratin pearl and numerous mitotic
figures of the tumor cells are seen.
H-E staining. Original magnification
X 200.
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