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Abstract

There are two different groups of vessels which have a duty to avoid the other vessel in the Collision
Regulations; one is a vessel to keep out of the way and the other is a vessel not to impede the passage.
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The definition and duty of a vessel not to impede was clarified by IMO’s adoption of rule 8(f) of 1972
COLREG in 1987 revision. However, the Korean government has not inserted rule 8(f) of 1972 COLREG
into Korean national collision regulations to date and so the definition and application for a vessel not to

impede has not been discussed in even academic circle. Recently Korean Supreme Court rendered a

verdict on a collision case involved with a vessel not to impede. The writer expresses his view on the

duty of a vessel not to impede and criticizes the Supreme Court’s judgment, consulting with foreign

scholar’s article and the relevant IMO’s papers.
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8) This Rule [Rule 26-other vessels to keep out of the way of vessels engaged in fishing] shall not give to any
vessel engaged in fishing the right of obstructing a fairway used by vessels other than fishing vessels.

9) ol+= 1948 3 A2zt Ao FAsch

10) In a narrow channel a power-driven vessel of less than 65 feet in length shall not hamper the safe passage

of a vessel which can navigate only inside such channel.
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