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<Abstract>
The Function of Health Center in the New Public Health Age

Sang Soo Bae
Department of Social and Preventive Medicine,
College of Medicine, Hallym University

Public health system and public health practice have changed over the past decades as the
result of social and epidemiologic changes. New public health concept emphasizes leadership,
strategical thinking, systematic planning and effective performance to identify and solve
complex health problem.

In Korea, the role of Health Center has been expanded rapidly. However there is strong
suspicion that Health Center can achieve their mission. This paper aims at understanding
what is the needed functions of Health Center and which of its aspects needs improvement.

The main results of this study are summarizes as follows.

District Health Law does not address the core functions of Health Center. The staffs of
Health Center have difficulties in prioritizing their services. The recent aftempt to restructure
Health Center and change delivery pattern of public health services ended with only limited
Success.

To effectively confront threats to the public’s health, the three major function of Health
Center must be @ modifying individual behavior and lifestyle, @ improving social and

economic conditions, and @ reforming health policies. Better results do not come from
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setting new functions only; they come from understanding and improving the processes that
will then leads to better outcome. We recommend that policy-makers focus economic
evaluation of public health programs, building and spreading of the scientific evidence of
programs, linkage of public health research and public health program. The criteria of
delegation of public health service to private sector is urgently needed. Making community
health information data available on a routine basis to providers, managers and researchers
of public health services helps promote the efficiency of the overall operation of public
health system.

Key Word ' Health Center, Public Health, Community Health
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