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< Abstract>

The purpose of this investigation was to examine whether early child-care experience, alone or in
combination with mother/child factors, was associated with emotion regulation. Participants were forty 12-
18 month-old infants, their mothers and their caregivers. Infants were observed in the Strange Situation to
assess the pattern of emotion regulation. Mothers were interviewed, given questionnaires, and observed in
play. Caregivers were observed in child care to assess the caregiving environment.

There were significant main effects of good quality child care on open emotion expression and
heightening emotion expression. Significant interaction effects revealed that infants were more likely to be
open emotion expression when high matemal sensitivity /responsiveness was combined with good quality
child care, or nonmaternal care initiated prior to six month of age. Infants were more likely to be minimizing
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emotion expression when low maternal sensitivity/responsiveness was combined with nonmaternal care

initiated after six month of age, or more than one care arrangement. Difficult temperament infants received
nonrelative care were somewhat more likely to be minimizing emotion expression. Infants were more likely
to be heightening emotion expression when high matemal sensitivity/responsiveness was combined with
relative care. Boys experiencing nonrelative care were more likely to be heightening emotion expression.

ZH|0|(Key Words): EF]%S{nonmaternal), &4} 2 (emotion regulation)
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