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Ganglion Cysts in Three Dogs

Ho-Seong Cho, Kyoung-Oh Cho and Nam-Yong Park
Department of Veterinary Pathology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Chonnam National University

Abstract: Spontaneous subcutaneous cysts were detected from three dogs, being a 4-year-old male shih tzu,
an 11-month-old female britany spaniel and a 9-month-old male mongrel. All the cysts were occurred around
the joints (one elbow’s and two shoulderes’, respectively). After surgical removal, the lesions did not recur for
6 months follow-up. Neither cyst communicated with the joint cavity. Grossly, the subcutaneous ovoid cysts
had moderate to abundant mucinous fluid. Histologically, the cyst wall consisted of inner myxomatous and
outer immature connective tissue. Some parts of the cyst wall had various stages of myxoid metaplasia of col-
lagen tissue leading to new cyst formation. The true lining cells of the inner cyst wall were not observed in all
the cysts. From these results, these cases were diagnosed as subcutaneous ganglion cysts. This is the first

report of canine subcutaneous ganglion cysts in Korea.
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Fig. 1. Ganglion cyst; dog, case No. 3. Cyst with internal shiny fold-
ing in subcutaneous tissues. Bar=0.5 cm.
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Fig. 2. Ganglion cyst; dog, case No. 3. Cyst consists of inner myx-
omatous (arrow) and outer fibrous (double arrow) connective
tissue areas. There are no true lining cells (arrrow head). Note
well developed tortuous capillary channels. H&E. Bar=110
pm.
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Fig. 3. Ganglion cyst; dog, case No. 3. The various stages of myxoid
metaplasia leading to cyst formation: mild myxoid metapla-
sia (arrow a) around collagen core, moderate myxoid meta-
plasia with small cyst cavity (arrow b), and complete cyst
cavity (arrow c¢). H&E. Bar=110 pum.
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