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Cutaneous Squamous Cell Carcinoma Occurred in Broiler Chickens
Kyoung-Oh Cho

Department of Veterinary Pathology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Chonnam National University,
Gwangju 500-757, South Korea

Abstract: Two 53-day-old broiler chickens were condemned due to muitiple cutaneous nodular masses at
slaughter house. Grossly, variable sized round masses were scattered in the abdomen and pelvis. Some of
them were large and fused each other. Center of large fused nodules were ulcerated. Histopathologically,
tumor masses consisted of multiple cords or masses of epidermal cells. Some of them contained central con-
centric lamella of keratin (cancer pearl). From these results, these cases were diagnosed as cutaneous squa-
mous cell carcinoma. This is the first report of cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma occurred in broiler
chickens in Korea.
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Fig. 1. Skin; broiler chicken, case No 1. Multiple cutaneous round
masses. Note large fused ulcerated mass. Bar=1.5 cm
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Fig. 2. Skin; broiler chicken, case No 1. Note masses of epidermal
cells, in that central cancer pearl is present. H&E. Bar=60
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