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Squamous Cell Carcinoma in an African Pigmy Hedgehog
(Atelerix Albiventris)

Wan Hee Kim, Bang-Hyun Kim, Wooram Park, Dongwoo Chang, Seong Mok Jeong, Junghee Yoon,
Dae-Yong Kim and Tchi-Chou Nam

College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University

Abstract: Squamous cell carcinoma was diagnosed in a 4.5-year-old male African hedgehog (Atelerix albi-
ventris). The patient was referred to Seoul National University, Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital after 5
days history of left eye exophthalmos and comeal trauma. He had enlarged upper and lower jaw at the left
part of the face and endophthalmitis of the left eye. On radiographic examinations, loss of bone density at the
left zygomatic arch and sun-burst type periosteal reaction of left mandible with decreased bone density was
noted. Histologically, the neoplastic mass consisted of markedly invasive, cords of nests of squamous epi-
thelial cells. Intercellular bridges and keratin pearl formation were also noted..
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Fig. 1. The swollen left face of an African hedgehog. The enlarged
left eye was protruded.

Fig. 2. Lateral view of the skull radiograph. Note radiopaque mass
(arrow heads).
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Fig. 3. Transverse section of the skull. Note almost complete oblit-
eration of the left half side due to firm, tan neoplastic mass.
+ and + indicate brain and tongue, respectively.

Fig. 4. Note neoplastic squamous epithelial cells forming cords
nests. H&E, X100.
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