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ABSTRACT

An empirical review on silk fabrics of the Chosun period showed that they varied in kind and design
according to their uses. Thus the purpose of this study is to classify the fabrics into temple and
excavated fabrics according to their uses and collected places and then to examine characteristics of each
type.

Concerning fabrics collected in temples, satin was most used, follwed by twill, tabby, multiply, leno
and gauze and clossing fabrics in order. Tabby and silk fabrics used Ju(##) as their main material. Cho
(#) was much more used in fabrics collected in temples than in excavated ones. This indicate that Cho
(#5). more luxurious than Ju(##), had divine applications such as covering Buddha's bones of temples.
Brilliant, colorful multiply fabrics using goldern and color threads had high effects of ornamenting altar
covers, umbrellas, surplices and palanquins. Fabrics held in temples adapted composite designs, in which
more than two shapes were used, rather than single ones. Single designs employed plant shapes in most
cases, followed by treasures pattern, geometrical, cloud and animal shapes in order. Most composite
designs used a combination of animal and plant shapes, followed by plant and geometry, treasures
pattern and plant, cloud and animal, and animal, treasures pattern and plant in order. Few excavated
fabrics used animal designs while fabrics collected in temples were often designed with shapes of
propitious animals such as dragon. Treasures pattern, representing a good omen of Buddhism, was often
used singly or sometimes compositely with another design.

Key words: fabrics collected in temples(A}& 2 &), tabby fabrics(® 28} compound woven
fabrics( 323 3 &), leno and gauze fabrics(Y 3 &)
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